TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2025

Exploring Medicaid Populations:
Reaching Individuals Who Are
Unhoused

1p.m. Welcome

1:05 p.m. Medicaid and Reaching Individuals Who Are Unhoused

Sheena L. Schmidt, M.P.P., Senior Analyst & Strategy Team Leader, Kansas Health Institute

1:15 p.m. State Perspective - A Conversation with KDADS

Moderator: Sheena L. Schmidt, M.P.P., Senior Analyst & Strategy Team Leader, Kansas
Health Institute

Jonathan Pendergrass, Housing & Employment Benefits Program Manager, Kansas
Department for Aging and Disability Services

1:30 p.m. KanCare Conversations

Moderator: Sheena L. Schmidt, M.P.P., Senior Analyst & Strategy Team Leader, Kansas
Health Institute

Stephanie Cline, L.M.F.T., LM.A.C., B.C.P.C., C.P.T., Senior Clinical Program Manager Housing,
United Health Care

David Fields, M.B.A., Housing Resource Specialist, Sunflower Health Plan

Elizabeth (Beth) Russell, M.A., L.C.P.C., L.P.C., Housing Program Manager, Healthy Blue
Kansas

1:50 p.m. Community Perspectives

Moderator: Sheena L. Schmidt, M.P.P., Senior Analyst & Strategy Team Leader, Kansas
Health Institute

Becky Gray, M.A., Executive Director, Building Health, Inc.

Molly Mendenhall, L.M.S.W., Director of Statewide Initiatives, Kansas Statewide Homeless
Coalition

Doug Wallace, ESG/HOME-ARP Program Manager, Kansas Housing Resources Corporation

2:25 p.m. Closing Remarks

2:30 p.m. Adjourn
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ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

Stephanie Cline, L.M.F.T., LLM.A.C., B.C.P.C., C.P.T., Senior Clinical Program
Manager Housing, United Health Care

Stephanie Cline is an experienced behavioral health and housing leader
with more than 25 years of cross-disciplinary work in corrections,
therapy, mental health, and homeless services. She serves as the Senior
Clinical Program Manager of Housing and Kansas Housing Navigator
for UnitedHealthcare Community & State, where she leads statewide
housing initiatives and provides consultation on complex housing needs.
Cline has directed key projects including the Kansas Health + Housing
Bridge Pilot and the implementation of the Housing Stabilization Services
Program. She holds a master’s in marriage and family therapy and a bachelor’s in
sociology, with a criminology emphasis. Cline has overseen multiple housing programs and supervised

clinical and housing teams. She is committed to advancing access to safe, stable and affordable housing
as a foundation for better health outcomes.

David Fields, M.B.A., Housing Resource Specialist, Sunflower Health Plan
David Fields is serving the Kansas Medicaid population as a Housing
Resource Specialist for Sunflower Health Plan LifeShare Team. Fields
has more than 20 years of housing experience, including owning a
property management business with more than 450 properties. He
worked closely with veteran organizations for purchasing as well as
renting homes for our national heroes. Fields currently sits on the
Kansas Housing Advocacy Network steering committee, in which he
provides strategic direction and oversight to increase housing security
and end homelessness in Kansas. He holds a bachelor’s degree in business
administration/management from Friends University and a master’s degree in
business administration, strategic Leadership from Friends University. He is
dedicated to holistic and person-centered approaches. He strives to maintain the least restrictive
environment that safely benefits Sunflower Health Plan members across the state.

Becky Gray, M.A., Executive Director, Building Health, Inc.

Becky Gray is the Executive Director of Building Health, Inc., a non-
profit subsidiary of the Community Health Center of Southeast Kansas,
formed to address social determinants of health in the region. Gray
oversees the operation of public transportation, homeless services
and housing development. Her prior experience includes establishing a
multijurisdictional housing authority, a continuum of care and a mixed-

use, multifamily housing development in a rural resort community in

central Colorado, as the Executive Director of Chaffee Housing Authority.
While serving as the Director of Community Development and Housing
for the City of Pittsburg, Kansas, she established a Land Bank, a Rural Housing
Incentive District, facilitated development and provided oversight for the public
housing authority’s voucher programs. Gray earned a master’s in technical and professional writing

from Pittsburg State University. She has been working at the intersection of poverty, homelessness
and health since 2002.
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SPEAKERS, CONTINUED

Molly Mendenhall, L.M.S.W., Director of Statewide Initiatives, Kansas
Statewide Homeless Coalition

Molly Mendenhall is the Director of Statewide Initiatives at Kansas
Statewide Homeless Coalition. She works on trainings throughout the
state. Mendenhall also directs and implements strategies to reduce
homelessness statewide. She has worked in the homelessness sector
for more than eight years.

Jonathan Pendergrass, Housing & Employment Benefits Program
Manager, Kansas Department for Aging and Disability Services

Jonathan Pendergrass is the Housing and Employment Benefits
Program Manager and SSI/SSDI Outreach, Access and Recovery
(SOAR) State Lead at the Kansas Department for Aging and Disability
Services (KDADS). Since 2018, Pendergrass has worked in behavioral
health with a strong focus on supporting individuals experiencing or at
imminent risk of homelessness. In his role, he leads efforts to expand
access to SOAR, helping connect vulnerable populations to disability and
Medicaid benefits that promote stability and long-term recovery. Having
spent much of his life in Kansas, he brings both professional expertise and
personal commitment to building systems of care that foster dignity and opportunity. Outside of his
work with KDADS, Pendergrass is actively engaged in volunteer opportunities in his community and
serves as a board member for the Community Crisis Team of Independence.

Elizabeth (Beth) Russell, M.A., L.C.P.C., L.P.C., Housing Program Manager,
Healthy Blue Kansas

Elizabeth (Beth) Russell is the Housing Program Manager at Healthy
Blue Kansas, where she oversees housing programs for members
with general Medicaid. With over 25 years of experience in housing
stabilization, Russell has dedicated her career to providing residential
and clinical services focused on health and trauma recovery. Her work
is bolstered by her commitment to educating the next generation of
professionals, having delivered cutting-edge graduate and post-graduate
courses in Counseling and Trauma Treatment.

Russell is an active member of the Balance of State Continuum of Care Steering Committee and
the Kansas Governor's Behavioral Health Service Subcommittee. She is deeply passionate about
promoting equity and human dignity for all individuals, and she continuously seeks to create
pathways for sustainable, compassionate solutions in housing and mental health.
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SPEAKERS, CONTINUED

Doug Wallace, ESG/HOME-ARP Program Manager, Kansas Housing
Resources Corporation

Doug Wallace has more than 30 years of experience working in

homeless services. He began his career as a homeless outreach

worker with Valeo Behavioral Health Care. He then worked in various

organizations, including the Kansas Statewide Homeless Coalition,

Kansas Department for Aging and Disability Services, Sunflower Health

Plan, and Kansas Housing Resources Corporation. Wallace's career has

given him the opportunity to see the impact of homelessness and poverty
from different perspectives.
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