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Teaching for Impact: How to 
Bring Health and Policy into the 
Classroom and Academic Settings 

THURSDAY, AUGUST  7, 2025

10 a.m.   Welcome  

10:05 a.m.   Setting the Stage 
Keshia Pollack Porter, Ph.D., M.P.H., Dean of the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of  
Public Health  

10:15 a.m.   Panel Discussion: From Syllabus to Success:  
   Creating Stand-Alone HIA and HiAP Courses 

Moderator: James E. Dills, M.U.P., M.P.H., Senior Research & Health Integration Associate, 
Georgia Health Policy Center 
Andrew L. Dannenberg, M.D., M.P.H., Affiliate Professor, Department of Environmental and 
Occupational Health Sciences and Department of Urban Design and Planning, University of 
Washington 
Katie Hirono, Ph.D., M.P.H., Associate Director, Health and Social Impact at RPS Consulting 
UK & Ireland, Adjunct Fellow, University of New South Wales, and Affiliate, Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health 
Lindsey Realmuto, M.P.H., Senior Program Manager, Public Health, American Medical 
Association; PhD Candidate, Urban Planning and Policy, University of Illinois Chicago 

10:40 a.m.   Panel Discussion: Expanding Reach:      
   Embedding HIA and HiAP  Across Academic Programs 
Moderator: Tatiana Lin, M.A., Director of Business Strategy and Innovation, Kansas Health 
Institute  
Marcus Chilaka, Ph.D., M.B.A., Assistant Professor of Public Health, University of Bradford, 
United Kingdom 
Florence Fulk, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Department of Epidemiology and Environmental 
Health, College of Public Health, University of Kentucky 
Sandra Whitehead, Ph.D., Director, Sustainable Urban Planning Program; Associate 
Professor, George Washington University 
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AGENDA, CONTINUED

11 a.m.   Panel Discussion: Planting Seeds: Using Guest Lectures  
   and Collaborations to Teach HIA and HiAP 
Moderator: James E. Dills, M.U.P., M.P.H., Senior Research & Integration Associate, Georgia 
Health Policy Center 
Tatiana Lin, M.A., Director of Business Strategy and Innovation, Kansas Health Institute  
Anamarie Ferreira de Melo, M.P.H., Founder, Urban Health Solutions and Urban Health 
Partnerships, DrPH Candidate, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

11:15 a.m.  Q&A and Closing Remarks  

11:30 a.m.  Adjourn
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 Marcus Chilaka, Ph.D., M.B.A., Assistant Professor of Public Health, 
University of Bradford, United Kingdom 
Marcus Chilaka is passionate about public health and contributing to 
people’s health and well-being (in the widest sense) through teaching, 
research and management techniques. His main research interests are in 
health impact assessment, health needs assessment and the wider social 
and environmental determinants of health. 

Chilaka obtained his first degree in biomedical sciences and practiced 
within the hospital setting for several years in Nigeria before proceeding to 

pursue a master’s in business degree and a doctoral degree in Health Services 
Management at Keele University. After receiving his doctorate in 2007, he began 

a full-time academic career. He is currently an Assistant Professor of Public Health and Programme 
Leader for the master’s of public health course at the University of Bradford, United Kingdom.  
Chilaka has done a number of training and consultancy projects in health impact assessment – 
covering policies, the built environment, development projects and sustainable waste management. 
He has also contributed to the human health sections of several Environmental Impact Assessment 
Statements.

Andrew L. Dannenberg, M.D., M.P.H., Affiliate Professor, Department of 
Environmental and Occupational Health Sciences and Department of 
Urban Design and Planning, University of Washington 
Andrew L. Dannenberg is an Affiliate Professor of environmental health 
and of urban planning at the University of Washington, in Seattle, 
where he teaches courses on health and the built environment and on 
health impact assessment. His research focuses on examining the health 

aspects of community design, including land use, transportation, equity, 
climate change and other issues related to the built environment. He 

previously served as Team Lead of the Healthy Community Design Initiative 
at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta. 

James E. Dills, M.U.P., M.P.H., Senior Research & Health Integration 
Associate, Georgia Health Policy Center 

Jimmy Dills is a senior research associate at the Georgia Health Policy 
Center (GHPC), where he works to improve public health by advancing 
a Health-in-All-Policies perspective of decision-making. His areas of 
expertise are systems thinking, Health Impact Assessment (HIA), and 

healthy community design. 
 At GHPC, he leads the community design for physical activity 

components of the Georgia State Physical Activity & Nutrition project, as 
well as other initiatives that aim to inform plans and policies to best support 

health and well-being. These include a recent HIA of planning decisions in Tacoma, 

 ABOUT THE SPEAKERS
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 SPEAKERS, CONTINUED

Washington; developing health action plans for affordable housing preservation projects, in partnership 
with Enterprise Community Partners in California; and a collaboration between the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to 
promote healthy aging. Dills also leads GHPC’s partnership with the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill on maternal and child health projects, including the National Maternal and Child Health 
Workforce Development Center and the National Maternal Health Learning and Innovation Center. 
Dills has also served on advisory committees for MARTA, the SOPHIA, and the Georgia Healthy 
Homes Coalition. 

Florence Fulk, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Department of Epidemiology 
and Environmental Health, College of Public Health, University of 
Kentucky 
Florence Fulk brings more than 30 years of experience in environmental 
and public health research to the classroom at the University of 
Kentucky’s College of Public Health. Through her career with the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Research and Development, 

she gained knowledge and expertise in planning and execution of 
environmental research, supporting existing environmental regulation, 

developing guidance for new regulations and improving communication 
skills of environmental and public health professionals. She shares her varied 

encounters with her students, including defending water quality regulations, 
analyzing the impacts of mountaintop mining on streams and helping communities make healthy 
choices. Fulk received her doctorate in epidemiology from the University of Cincinnati. Beyond the 
classroom, she is an improviser with ComedySportz Cincinnati and Highly Improvable and explores the 
world with her five grandsons.

Katie Hirono, Ph.D., M.P.H., Associate Director, Health and Social 
Impact, RPS Consulting RPS Consulting UK & Ireland, Adjunct 
Fellow, University of New South Wales, and Affiliate, Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health 
Katie Hirono is Principal Consultant at RPS Consulting UK & Ireland, 
Adjunct Fellow at the University of New South Wales, and Affiliate 

at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. She works with 
the private and public sectors to integrate health into decision-making, 

including for Environmental Impact Assessments for major infrastructure 
schemes. Her academic work focuses on the role of public participation, 

including within Health Impact Assessment (HIA), in improving health equity. 
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Tatiana Lin, M.A., Director of Business Strategy and Innovation, Kansas 
Health Institute 
Tatiana Lin is a public health practitioner with 20 years of experience in 
public health and health policy. 
Since 2010, Tatiana has been advancing Health in All Policies (HiAP) and 
Health Impact Assessments (HIAs) in Kansas and across the country. 

Her work in this space includes conducting HIAs on a wide range of 
policies, including those related to casinos, transportation, liquor licensing, 

agriculture, medical marijuana, wastewater, and the USDA Child and Adult 
Care Food Program. She has also co-led the development of a Health Impact 

Checklist and has been working with universities to integrate the Health in Context 
(Hi-C) curriculum into their courses. Her other HiAP-related efforts include supporting communities in 
developing local HiAP task forces, assisting organizations in conducting health analyses and building 
HiAP capacity through workshops and training. Most recently, Lin has expanded her focus to building 
the capacity of public health practitioners in the ethical and effective use of artificial intelligence. In 
2025, she received the Public Health Innovation Award from the National Network of Public Health 
Institutes for her leadership in advancing AI in public health.

 Anamarie Ferreira de Melo, M.P.H., Founder, Urban Health Solutions and 
Urban Health Partnerships, DrPH Candidate, Johns Hopkins University 

Anamarie Ferreira de Melo, is a public health practitioner whose work 
centers on evaluating and improving the health impacts of policies, 
programs and plans through tools such as Health Impact Assessments, 
community engagement strategies, and Health in All Policies approaches. 
She is the co-founder of Urban Health Solutions, a public health 

consulting firm, and its nonprofit affiliate, Urban Health Partnerships. 
Since 2007, she has led the design and implementation of place-based 

initiatives and policy strategies that integrate health considerations into 
health care management, environmental planning, housing, transportation and 

infrastructure decision-making. Ferreira de Melo holds a master’s in public health 
with a specialization in epidemiology. She is certified in public health by the National Board of Public 
Health Examiners. She is currently pursuing a pursuing a public health doctorate, with a focus on urban 
environmental epidemiology at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. 

Keshia Pollack Porter, Ph.D., M.P.H., Dean of the Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health 

Keshia Pollack Porter, an internationally recognized public health scholar 
and trusted leader, is dean of the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health. Her research focuses on advancing policies that foster 
safe, healthy environments and address structural determinants of 

health through cross-sector collaboration. She has authored more than 
200 publications and co-authored Policy Engagement (APHA Press, 

2023), a guide for practitioners involved in the policy process. Since 2019, 
she has led the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s Health Policy Research 

 SPEAKERS, CONTINUED



S
P
EA

K
E
R
S

212 SW 8th Avenue | Suite 300
Topeka, Kansas | 66603-3936  

785.233.5443
www.khi.org KHIorg

Scholars program, training doctoral students to become health equity leaders. Pollack Porter is a 
member of the Delta Omega Honorary Society and the National Academy of Medicine.

Lindsey Realmuto, M.P.H., Senior Program Manager, Public Health, 
American Medical Association; Ph.D. Candidate, Urban Planning and 
Policy, University of Illinois Chicago  
Lindsey Realmuto is a Senior Program Manager for Public Health on 
the Science, Medicine and Public Health team at the American Medical 
Association. She is also a Ph.D. candidate in the Urban Planning and 
Policy department at the University of Illinois Chicago. Realmuto’s 

professional focus has been on environmental health, climate change and 
better understanding the health impacts of the built environment. Before 

starting her doctoral program, she lived in New York City and was a Senior 
Project Director in the Center for Evaluation and Applied Research at the New  

 York Academy of Medicine. Prior, she was a Health Program Planner in the Program 
on Health, Equity, and Sustainability at the San Francisco Department of Health and an Analyst at the 
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials. She has a master’s in public health from George 
Washington University and a bachelor’s degree in Latin American Studies from Tulane University. 

Sandra Whitehead, Ph.D., Director, Sustainable Urban Planning Program; 
Associate Professor, George Washington University 

Sandra Whitehead is an Assistant Professor of Sustainable Urban 
Planning at George Washington University. Her work centers around 
assessing and addressing the health impacts of the built environment. 
Her expertise extends to Health Impact Assessment, Cumulative 

Impact Assessment and the use of Health in All Policies to transform 
organizations. She has worked for state and local governments and has 

deep experience in non-profit management and consulting. She is a former 
member of the National Environmental Justice Advisory Council and is the 

current president of SOPHIA. Whitehead is an alumna of Florida State University   
     the University of West Florida. 
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