TUESDAY, MARCH 11, 2025

Exploring KanCare and Behavioral
Health: Certified Community
Behavioral Health Clinics

1p.m. Welcome

Rebecca Andrade, Educational Programs Manager, Kansas Health Institute

1:05 p.m. Understanding CCBHCs in Kansas -
KHI Informational Presentation

Sheena L. Schmidt, M.P.P., Senior Analyst & Strategy Team Leader, Kansas Health Institute

1:15 p.m. Driving Change at the State Level - A Conversation with KDADS

Moderator: Sheena L. Schmidt, M.P.P., Senior Analyst & Strategy Team Leader, Kansas
Health Institute

Andrew Brown, M.S.W., Deputy Secretary for Programs, Kansas Department for Aging &
Disability Services

1:35 p.m. Provider Perspectives - Panel Discussion with CCBHCs

Moderator: Valentina Blanchard, M.P.H., M.S.W., Analyst, Kansas Health Institute

Marsha Page-White, L.S.C.S.W., Senior Director of Community Based Services, Bert Nash
Community Mental Health Center

Lisa Southern, L.M.L.P., L.C.P., Executive Director, Compass Behavioral Health

2:05 p.m. Medicaid & Behavioral Health, A Conversation with
Donna Cohen Ross

Moderator: Sheena L. Schmidt, M.P.P., Senior Analyst & Strategy Team Leader, Kansas
Health Institute

Donna Cohen Ross, Principal, DCR Initiatives, LLC

2:20 p.m. Final Q&A and Closing Remarks

2:30 p.m. Adjourn
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ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

Andrew Brown, M.S.W., Deputy Secretary for Programs, Kansas
Department for Aging & Disability Services

Deputy Secretary Brown has nearly 30 years of experience in human

services program management and public service. Brown has, a bachelor

of applied sciences in human services degree and a graduate certificate

in non-profit management from Washburn University. He has a master

of social work degree, with a concentration in administration, advocacy

and policy, from the University of Kansas. He is a 2016 Washburn
University Alumni Fellow. His work on 988 and CCBHC legislation and
implementation was recognized with the 2025 Mental Health Hero Award
from the Kansas Mental Health Coalition. Brown also received the 2023 Bert

Nash Pioneer Award from Bert Nash Center and the 2023 Hope Humanitarian Award from Valeo
Behavioral Health. He was the 2022 District Award of Merit recipient from Scouting America and the
2022 Wes Cole Public Servant of the Year Award from the Association of CMHCs of Kansas.

Marsha Page-White, L.S.C.S.W., Senior Director of Community Based
Services, Bert Nash Community Mental Health Center

Marsha Page-White is currently serving as the Senior Director of
Community Based Services at Bert Nash Community Mental Health
Center, a position she has held for the past six years. During this time,
she has also served as the Lead Director for the implementation of
CCBHC, assisting Bert Nash in receiving full certification in October
2023, as well as the Director of Adult Services. Page-White has spent
more than 30 years working in community mental health services, leading
system change and creating new programs and services to meet the needs of
the communities she has served. She has bachelor’s degree in family life human
development and social welfare from Kansas State University and a master’s degree in social work
from the University of Kansas.

Lisa Southern, L.M.L.P., L.C.P., Executive Director, Compass Behavioral
Health

Lisa Southern is the Executive Director of Compass Behavioral Health,
a CCBHC in southwest Kansas. She has worked for Compass in
various positions, including- Crisis Therapist, Program Manager of an
Inpatient Unit, Liaison to Larned State Hospital, Outpatient Director
and in her current role since 2027. Southern recently celebrated her
30-year anniversary with Compass and is committed to helping people
live their best life possible. All aspects of behavioral health are a passion.
The strongest passion Southern has is related to 24/7/365 Mobile Crisis and
being present for people when it is needed most. She strives to eliminate barriers
to access to care and is dedicated to ensuring the most dedicated (passionate) and best trained staff
benefit the people served. We all learned a lesson about loneliness with COVID-19, and we never
want anyone to experience that sense of loneliness again.
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SPEAKERS, CONTINUED

Donna Cohen Ross, Principal, DCR Initiatives, LLC

Donna Cohen Ross is an independent advisor to federal and state
government agencies, nonprofit organizations, health care provider
groups, and private philanthropies. She specializes in designing and
implementing policies that make public programs work better for young
children and their families. Cohen Ross employs a “systems savvy”
approach, leveraging her expertise in Medicaid and Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP) policy and financing strategies, to secure
public investment and innovations that strengthen connections between
child health and early learning. From 2010 to 2016, Cohen Ross served
as a Senior Policy Advisor and Director of Enrollment Initiatives in the Center
for Medicaid and CHIP Services at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services where
she conceived and directed the Connecting Kids to Coverage outreach campaign and developed
guidance for states on policy options to simplify health coverage enroliment and renewal. She also
implemented payment policies for maternal depression screening and treatment as part of Medicaid
well-child visits. In addition to her government service, she has held leadership positions in national
and state policy, advocacy and research organizations. She now owns and leads DCR Initiatives, a
policy consultancy. She is the author of numerous policy briefs and nationally acclaimed strategy

guides, providing powerful resources for the field. Cohen Ross holds a bachelor of science degree
from Cornell University.
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