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Today’s Learning Objectives 
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1. Define legislative monitoring and describe its importance for 
public health and health policy professionals.

2. Describe KHI’s legislative monitoring process and 
publications.

3. Identify best practices and strategies for legislative monitoring 
and engaging with policymakers.



Legislative Monitoring: What is it?
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• Legislative monitoring is the process of keeping track of bills 
and amendments as they move toward becoming laws.

• Legislative monitoring includes a review of the provisions of 
selected bills, reviewing legislative calendars, committee 
agendas and written testimony submitted by conferees, and 
attending legislative committee meetings and bill hearings.

• Monitoring legislative activity is time-consuming and challenging 
but provides opportunities to participate in the legislative 
process and the creation or revision of policies impacting topics 
of importance to organizations and individuals. 



Legislative Monitoring: The KHI way
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• During 2024 legislative session, KHI monitored 14 committees 
and tracked more than 100 health-related bills.

• Prepared weekly Health at the Capitol (HATC) summary 
describing activity of committees that met or held hearings each 
week.

• HATC includes:

 • Summary of committee activity during the week;

 • Brief description of the bills that were heard or discussed; and

 • Summary of testimony presented and questions asked by   
  committee members.



Legislative Monitoring:  The KHI way
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Legislative Monitoring:  The KHI way
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• For 2024, started production of short videos featuring staff 
describing what happened in committees as supplement to 
HATC.

• Following the end of the session, began preparation of annual 
legislative recap issue brief that includes:

 • Summary of main topic areas and bills considered by the    
  Legislature during the session. 

 • Bill tracker presenting bills, by topic area, and showing their  
  progress during the session from introduction through      
  signature or veto.



Legislative Monitoring:  The KHI way
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• In October, KHI will begin preparation of its annual legislative 
preview issue brief - our “crystal ball” vision of what might be 
addressed by legislators during the 2025 session.

• Throughout the session, KHI staff looks for opportunities to 
present neutral testimony to inform legislators about relevant 
data or research they can use when considering legislation.

• KHI staff also respond to specific requests from legislators or 
legislative staff for data or research to answer questions that 
arise during their discussions.



Legislative Monitoring:  The KHI way
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Legislative Monitoring: Path from bill to law
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Legislative Monitoring: Identifying bills
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• After you identify a bill or bills that will impact an issue of 
interest decide:

 • Do you support or oppose the bill, or are you neutral but   
 interested in the outcome?

 • What’s your organization’s position on the issue?

 • How high of a priority is this bill and how much do you want to 
  participate in the legislative process?

• After identifying legislation, you can move to taking action.

 • Attend committee hearings live or virtually.

 • Engage with committee members, present testimony.



Legislative Monitoring: Tools and resources
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The Kansas Legislature 
website is a great place 
to start.

kslegislature.gov

https://www.kslegislature.gov/li/


Legislative Monitoring: Tools and resources
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• kslegislature.gov

 • House and Senate members, including leadership

 • Roster: names of legislators, district they represent and     
  contact information at the Capitol

 • Individual legislators: photos, home information, occupation,  
  committee membership

 • Committees: when they meet (date and time), chairs,       
  members, staff, detailed agendas, testimony, minutes

 • Bills and Laws: numerical listing and search feature

 



Legislative Monitoring: Tools and resources
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• kslegislature.gov

 • Calendars: daily description of committees meeting that day,  
  when and where they meet and brief description of their     
  agenda.

 • Audio/Video: links for live stream of each chamber, calendar  
  view of committee meetings and links to listen live or for     
  recordings, link to Kansas Legislature channel on YouTube.  
  



Legislative Monitoring: Tools and resources
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• Other helpful tools and resources:

 • Kansas Legislative Research Department (KLRD)

 • Kansas Division of Budget

 • Governor’s Website

 • Newsletters/Media Outlets (Hawver/State Affairs, Kansas    
  Reflector, Sunflower State Journal ) (subscriptions required)

 • KanFocus (bill search and tracking tool, detailed bill        
  summaries, fiscal notes, bill history, links to related bills -    
  subscription required)



Legislative Monitoring in a Nutshell
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• An opportunity to participate in the legislative process and the 
creation of health-related policy and law.

• It’s time consuming and challenging but so valuable!

• KHI has a comprehensive legislative monitoring process and a 
team of analysts who prepare detailed information about 
health-related legislation that can be accessed at khi.org.

• There are many steps in establishing and conducting a 
legislative monitoring process, but . . .

• There are lots of tools and resources to help you get started 
and to stay informed.



Share Your “Crystal Ball” Predictions

What do you think are 
the potential issues that 
the Legislature will 
address during the 2025 
Session?
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THANK YOU!

Any Questions?



Connect With Us

www.khi.org

@KHIorg

212 SW 8th Avenue | Topeka, KS | 785.233.5443

Linda J. Sheppard, 

J.D.

lsheppard@khi.org
 

Valentina 

Blanchard, M.P.H., 

L.M.S.W

vblanchard@khi.org
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