
Creating an Age-Friendly Kansas 

1:00 p.m. Welcome        

  Kari M. Bruffett, President & CEO, Kansas Health Institute

1:10 p.m. Creating an Age-Friendly Kansas 

  Megan Wolfe, J.D., Senior Policy Development Manager, Trust for America’s Health (TFAH) 

1:25 p.m. Panel Discussion and Q & A: Enhancing Connections Between Aging and Public Health

  Moderator: Emma Uridge, M.P.H., Analyst, Kansas Health Institute 

  David Anderson, Aging Services Commissioner, Kansas Department for Aging and Disability   

  Services (KDADS)

  Lainey Faulkner, Director of the Bureau of Health Promotion, KDHE   

  Derik Flerlage, R.T., M.H.A., Co-Bureau Director of Family Health, Kansas Department of Health   

  and Environment (KDHE)  

  Chrisy Khatib, L.B.S.W., L.A.C., Deputy Director of Adult Protective Services, Kansas Department   

  for Children and Families (DCF)  

1:50 p.m. Apply to Join the Age-Friendly Kansas Advisory Committee

  Emma Uridge, M.P.H., Analyst, Kansas Health Institute

2:00 p.m. Adjourn
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AGENDA Wednesday, July 10, 2024

Our Partners in this Work 
 
This work is facilitated by the Kansas Health Institute in 
partnership and collaboration with our state partners for the 
Age-Friendly Kansas initiative.

 
This initiative is part of the Age-Friendly Public Health 
Systems (AFPHS) movement, in partnership with Trust for 
America’s Health and The John A. Hartford Foundation, 
along with the National Network of Public Health Institutes 
(NNPHI).



Megan Wolfe, J.D., is a Senior Policy Development Manager at Trust for America’s Health, where 
she leads the national Age-Friendly Public Health Systems movement, working with state and local 
health departments to expand their roles in healthy aging. Wolfe has more than 20 years of experience 
in public policy, including working to support a national whole child approach to education, raising 
the federal education investment, and numerous other education and health policy issues. She has 
represented both Fortune 500 firms and non-profits and has Capitol Hill experience. Wolfe has written 
extensively about Age-Friendly Public Health and is sought after as a subject matter expert on age-
friendly issues. She received her undergraduate degree in Government from the University of Texas at 
Austin and earned a juris doctorate from the Antonin Scalia Law School. 

ABOUT THE SPEAKERS
CREATING AN AGE-FRIENDLY KANSAS 

PANEL DISCUSSION AND Q & A: 
ENHANCING CONNECTIONS BETWEEN AGING AND PUBLIC HEALTH

David Anderson was appointed as the Aging Services Commissioner at Kansas Department for Aging 
and Disability Services (KDADS) effective February 19, 2024. Anderson is a licensed behavioral health 
provider who spent the last 36 years at High Plains Mental Health Center in Hays, starting as a service 
provider and later holding various leadership positions. He has also been an adjunct faculty member at 
Fort Hays State University's psychology department for many years. 

Over the years, Anderson has served on numerous statewide committees and boards. He was appointed 
by Governor Laura Kelly in 2019 to serve on the Behavioral Sciences Regulatory Board, where he 
currently serves as vice chair. “David Anderson comes to KDADS with more than three decades of 
experience in behavioral health services, building community partnerships, and leading effective teams,” 
KDADS Secretary Laura Howard said. “We look to him to work with various community partners to 

create shared goals and outcomes.”

Anderson grew up in Winfield, KS, where he earned his bachelor’s degree in psychology from Southwestern College. He 
moved to western Kansas in 1985 to attend Fort Hays State University, where he earned a master’s degree in clinical 
psychology.

Lainey Faulkner is the Director of the Bureau of Health Promotion at the Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment (KDHE). She is a graduate of Washburn University in Topeka, KS, where she 
earned her Associate of Science, Physical Therapist Assistant, Bachelor of Health Science, Health 
Services Administration, and Master of Health Science. Faulkner has worked at KDHE in public health 
for 5 years and has supported various chronic disease, injury, and violence initiatives. She also serves 
as an adjunct instructor in the public health program at Washburn University. Faulkner is passionate 
about communication, partnership-building, and supporting her teams in fulfilling KDHE’s mission of 
protecting and improving the health and environment of all Kansans. 



Chrisy Khatib, L.B.S.W., L.A.C., is the Deputy Director for Adult Protective Services for the State of 
Kansas. She leads the statewide DCF Adult Protective Services team, comprised of ninety-six staff 
investigating allegations of abuse, neglect, and financial exploitation of vulnerable adults. The role of 
APS is to advocate for vulnerable adults and support them in the least restrictive setting. Khatib led the 
revision of the 2021 Adult Protective Services statutes and testified on behalf of HB 2151, creating 
Kansas elder and dependent adult abuse multidisciplinary teams and a coordinator. Her 2023 projects 
include supporting the state-wide adoption of IDA, Interview for Decisional Abilities, from Weill Cornell 
Medical, and APS adopting evidence-based strategies that promote the safety and well-being of adults. 

Khatib has been a licensed Social Worker and addiction counselor for 25 years. 

Derik Flerlage, R.T., M.H.A., is the Director for the Bureau of Family Health at the Kansas Department 
of Health and Environment (KDHE). The Bureau contains many different programs that he oversees, 
including Child Care Licensing, WIC, Palliative Care, and Administration & Policy. Flerlage is a 
Respiratory Therapist by trade and completed his undergrad degrees from Washburn University. He is 
trained in adult, pediatric, and neonatal care in inpatient, critical care, emergency, and trauma settings. 
After working at a local hospital for several years, he became a director of a local long-term care facility. 
Flerlage completed his Masters in Health Administration from Wichita State University and has begun 
his Doctorate in Public Health in Global Health Leadership through Indiana University. 

He joined public health at the onset of COVID-19 due to a perceived gap in communication between 
public health and long-term care facilities. Flerlage served as Shawnee County’s Infectious Disease 

Manager and Chief of COVID-19 Operations from July 2020 – July 2022. After a stint as a Hospice Senior Administrator, he 
had the opportunity to return to public health at KDHE in February 2023.

Flerlage is married to Kailey, a labor and delivery registered nurse, and they are raising their three kids (Cayden, Bryndalyn, and 
Leighton) in Topeka. In 2021, he was honored as one of Topeka’s “Top 20 Under 40”, received the Honorable Topeka Mayor’s 
Coin, and was named a “Distinguished Alumni” by St. Marys High School in 2022.


