
Data Walk: Reading Summit

Poverty
Two-thirds of children in poverty 
in Kansas live in single-parent 
households.

Education
Reading
Seven in 10 Kansas 4th 
graders read below a 
proficient level. In 2022, the 
gap in reading performance 
worsened, with 4 in 10 
students testing below the  
basic level of reading.

NAEP
The average NAEP score for 
all Kansas 4th graders was 
below the proficient level of 
reading. The average score 
for Black and Hispanic 
students was below the 
basic level of reading.

ACT
Three in 10 Kansas students 
took the ACT exam and met 
the reading benchmark. 
However, racial disparities 
exist in both ACT 
participation and 
performance.

English
Language
Learners

One in 3 Kansas 
students surveyed 
show signs of 
depression in 2024.

Depression
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Unified School 
Districts in 
southwest Kansas 
have a greater 
proportion of ELL 
students than in 
other areas of 
Kansas.

Dropout
Rate
A greater proportion 
of Black students in 
grades 7-12 in Kansas 
dropped out 
compared to all other 
groups in 2022‒2023. 

Discussion Questions: What surprises you?
What else do you want to learn?

Help is available.
Call or text.


