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AGENDA
• Historical context
• Foundation of community health
• Kansas public health system
• Essential public health services
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT
1.
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Sources: Kansas State Historical Society (BOH Report);

Library of Congress (Map)
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Source: Kansas State Library
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How much of the 30-year gain in life expectancy between 1900 
and 1999 is attributable to public health measures?
1. 5-9 years
2. 10-14 years
3. 15-19 years
4. 20-29 years
5. All 30!

POP QUIZ!
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How much of the 30-year gain in life expectancy between 1900 
and 1999 is attributable to public health measures?

Correct Answer: 25!

POP QUIZ!
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1. Vaccination
2. Motor-vehicle safety
3. Safer workplaces
4. Control of infectious diseases
5. Decline in deaths from coronary heart disease and stroke
6. Safer and healthier foods
7. Healthier mothers and babies
8. Family planning
9. Fluoridation of drinking water
10. Recognition of tobacco use as a health hazard

10 GREAT PUBLIC HEALTH 
ACHIEVEMENTS (1900-1999)



Kansas Health InstituteKansas Health Institute 12

FOUNDATION OF 
COMMUNITY HEALTH

2.
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Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2020
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Life expectancy at Birth and Health Spending  
per Capita, 2015  (or nearest year)



Kansas Health InstituteKansas Health Institute

17

1.
Physical
environment 

Stress

Pollution Housing 

Smoking

Access to
healthy food

HEALTH
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KANSAS PUBLIC HEALTH 
SYSTEM

3.
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• KDHE
• 100 local health 

departments
– 2 multi-county 

departments

KANSAS PUBLIC HEALTH 
SYSTEM
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TYPE OF LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
GOVERNANCE, BY STATE, 2019
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• K.S.A. Ch. 65
– KDHE: Article 1
– Local: Article 2

STATUTES RE: GOVERNANCE 
AND RESPONSIBILITIES
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• 100,000+ 
population
– Physician
– Preference for 

training in public 
health

• <100,000 
population
– Qualified local 

health program 
administrator

– Medical consultant 
(physician or 
dentist)

LOCAL HEALTH OFFICER
(K.S.A. 65-201 ET SEQ.)
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KDHE Aid-to-Local Survey, FY2021

WORKFORCE: FTE
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SERVICES
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SERVICES
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LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH FUNDING,
BY SOURCE, SFY2019

Donations/gifts, 
$120,051 , 0%

Other, $1,172,442 , 1% Private foundations, 
$1,360,673 , 1%

Other state funds NOT 
included on the ATL list of 

grants, $3,152,180 , 3%Other federal funds NOT 
included on the ATL list of 

grant awards, $14,806,892 
, 13%

Fees for service, 
$17,565,078 , 15%

Total Aid to Local 
funds, $18,825,859 , 

17%

Local city/county, 
$57,597,680 , 50%
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• Public Health Emergency Preparedness
• Maternal Child Health program
• Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, 

and Children (WIC) program
• Vaccines for Children program
• 2020: COVID-19

– Coronavirus Supplemental Funding
– Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF)
– Epidemiology and Lab Capacity (ELC)

FEDERAL FUNDING FOR 
LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH

Acknowledgement: Kansas Association of Local Health Departments
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• State Formula (K.S.A. 65-242)
– Minimum $7,000/LHD (since 1992)

• 2/3 of LHDs get this amount
• Temporarily raised to $12,000 via proviso for SFY 2021

– Any additional amount allocated via population
– Total allocation: $2.22 million since 1992

• SFY 2021 budget included a $900,000 increase (via allotment)

• Some other state funding to local governments does exist (e.g., 
teen pregnancy, immunizations

STATE FUNDING

Acknowledgement: Kansas Association of Local Health Departments
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• Primary source: property tax
• Some counties allocate part of a sales tax to public health
• City funding via tax support does come into play for those city-

county departments (Lawrence-Douglas, City-Cowley)
• While local support remains the largest source of public health 

funding in Kansas, the tax lid has complicated expanding on 
this source for those counties that would be interested 
otherwise

LOCAL FUNDING

Acknowledgement: Kansas Association of Local Health Departments
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• Medicaid
• Private 

insurance
• Direct out-of-

pocket

FEE FOR SERVICE
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US: $87 / KS: $60

KANSAS RANKS 40TH IN PER CAPITA PUBLIC HEALTH FUNDING

Source: America’s Health Rankings, 2019
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ESSENTIAL PUBLIC 
HEALTH SERVICES

4.
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Source: de Beaumont Foundation, 2020

PUBLIC HEALTH



THANK YOU
Any questions?

You can connect with me at: chunt@khi.org



CONNECT WITH US!

@KHIorg

/KHIorg

khi.org
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