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• Nonprofit, nonpartisan educational organization 

based in Topeka.

• Established in 1995 with a multi-year grant by the Kansas 

Health Foundation and located directly across from Kansas 

Statehouse in downtown Topeka.

• Committed to convening meaningful conversations around 

tough topics related to health.
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“One can think of the middle of the twentieth century as the end 

of one of the most important social revolutions in history, the 

virtual elimination of the infectious diseases as a significant 

factor in social life.

-Nobel Laureate Sir Frank Macfarlane Burnet

Natural History of Infectious Disease (1962)
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DAILY TRENDS IN NUMBER OF COVID-19 

CASES, U.S., 2020-2021
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LABORATORY TESTING, 

CASE INVESTIGATION 

AND CONTACT TRACING
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Source: Resolve to Save Lives (2020).
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PRE-PANDEMIC PUBLIC HEALTH 

INFRASTRUCTURE CHALLENGES
• Workforce

• Administrative

• Technical / information 

systems

• Increased lab testing = 

more investigations

Kansas Local Public Health Workforce: FTE

Source: Kansas Public Health Collaborative (Wichita State University) 
analysis of KDHE Aid-to-Local Survey, FY2021.



Kansas Health InstituteKansas Health Institute

DISCUSSION:

TESTING, CASE 

INVESTIGATION AND 
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POPULATION-BASED 

MITIGATION POLICIES
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DISCUSSION:

POPULATION-BASED 

MITIGATION STRATEGIES
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VACCINATION
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Source: Kansas Department of Health and Environment (February 17, 2021)
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PUBLIC HEALTH CAPACITY: CASE 

INVESTIGATIONS / CONTACT TRACING VS. 

VACCINATION?
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DISCUSSION:

VACCINATION



THANK YOU
Any questions?

You can connect with me at: chunt@khi.org.



A Shot at Vaccine Policy
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