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WHERE WE LIVE MATTERS



HELLO,

I am a Senior Fellow at the Kansas Health Institute. You can connect with 

me at: gpezzino@khi.org

I AM GIANFRANCO 

PEZZINO, M.D., M.P.H.

mailto:cmcnorton@khi.org
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• Measuring health and population health

• How are we doing?

• Examples of health inequities

• Future developments

TODAY’S PROGRAM



Kansas Health Institute 30

ABOUT BREAD, 

RETAINERS AND ITALY
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ABOUT BREAD, 
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Life expectancy at Birth and Health Spending  

per Capita, 2015  (or nearest year)
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Particularly perplexing 

IF

HEALTH = HEALTHCARE
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What Determines Health? 

60%

Health Care Genetics Social, Environmental, Behavioral Factors 

20% 20% 60%

Source: Bradley & Taylor, The American Healthcare Paradox
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INCOME & HEALTH OUTCOMES:

LIFE EXPECTANCY
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Source: Egerter S, Braveman P, Sadegh-Nobari T, Grossman-Kahn R, and 

Dekker M. Education and Health.  Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, May 2011

EDUCATION & HEALTH 

OUTCOMES: LIFE EXPECTANCY
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Poor physical

environment

Stress

Air pollution Poor housing

Smoking

Access to food

HEALTH
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Date of download:  5/7/2018

Copyright © 2017 American Medical 

Association. All rights reserved.

HEALTH SERVICES AND SOCIAL 

SERVICES EXPENDITURE BY 

COUNTRY 



Kansas Health Institute

HOW DO WE MEASURE 

“HEALTH” IN A COMMUNITY?
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United Health Foundation

Health Ranking for Kansas

1991

8th Best

2018

27th Best
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County Health 

Rankings 

34 public domain measures of 

important dimensions of health

RWJF and University of Wisconsin Madison:  
www.countyhealthrankings.org/about-

project/background
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http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/about-project/background


Kansas Health Institute

Health Outcomes – 2019
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Health Factors – 2019
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The Fallacy of Averages:

Disparities and Inequities in 

Health
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Measure Kansas Worst County Value Best County Value

Adult Smoking 17% 23%
Wyandotte

12%
Johnson

STIs (Chlamydia) 417.6 804.3
Wyandotte

78.2
Nemaha

Teen Birth Rate 28 68
Geary

9

Douglas

Children with Single 

Parent
29% 47%

Morton

5% 
Scott

CHR DISPARITIES IN 

KANSAS, 2019
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Is a county the right unit to 

measure health?
56
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Source: KDHE
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58Source: CDC, 500 cities project and Shawnee County Health DepartmentKansas Health Institute
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People with Mental Illness Smoke 40% of Cigarettes
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INCOME AND WEALTH INEQUALITIES
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All people are healthier if they live in 

a more equal society

THE MAIN ARGUMENT
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“

69

No man is an island entire of itself; every man 

is a piece of the continent, a part of the main

John Donne, 

MEDITATION XVII, 1624
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“
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Health Equity or…..
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Health Equity?
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GOOD NEWS!

There are interventions to address 
factors that affect health
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Source: The Urban Institute, 2019
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CAN YOU MENTION 

THREE INTERVENTIONS 

THAT CAN DECREASE 

INFANT MORTALITY?
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VACCINES REDUCED MANY 

INFECTIOUS DISEASES
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“
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Policy is the vaccine that can create 

resilience against chronic disease and 

social determinants of health
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“
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“Medicine is a social science, and 

politics is nothing more than medicine 

on a large scale.” 

― Rudolf Virchow, 1821-1902



THANK YOU
Any questions?
You can connect with me at: gpezzino@khi.org

mailto:cmcnorton@khi.org
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