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The American Community 
Survey Data Source 
KHI uses the American Community Survey (ACS), 
conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, as the 
primary data source for information about the health 
insurance status of Kansans. The latest available data 
from the ACS is for the year 2013.

The ACS is an ongoing nationwide survey sent 
to approximately 250,000 addresses per month. 
The survey form is followed with an in-person 
interview for a smaller number of households. 
Survey respondents are asked if they have health 
insurance coverage at the time they are surveyed or 
interviewed. The survey results, therefore, represent 
“point-in-time” coverage for a large sample of 
individuals throughout the year. 

Introduction
As state and federal efforts to reform the health care system continue, the Kansas Health Institute 
(KHI) has prepared this Annual Insurance Update to provide detailed information on health insurance 
coverage in Kansas. This report is intended to help policymakers, consumers and other stakeholders 
understand the many factors influencing health insurance coverage rates and trends in Kansas.

Information about insurance coverage in this report is based primarily on data from the American 
Community Survey, gathered by the U.S. Census Bureau in 2013. 

After providing an overview of major findings, the report examines sources and trends of health 
insurance coverage in Kansas and the relationship between insurance coverage and demographics 
(e.g., family income and race/ethnicity). 

Detailed information is provided for three subsets of the Kansas population: 

	 •  All Kansans
	 •  Kansas Adults, Age 19–64 
	 •  Kansas Children, Age 0–18 

Major provisions of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) were implemented in January 2014, which 
will significantly affect insurance coverage in the United States and Kansas. This Annual Insurance 
Update includes policy considerations in anticipation of what impacts the ACA might have on 
health insurance coverage going forward, but the data reported here are from 2013 (prior to the 
implementation of these changes). 

ABOUT THIS REPORT 

The 2013 ACS sample of noninstitutionalized Kansas 
residents included 25,820 individuals that completed 
interviews.1,2 

The ACS provides reliable, single-year estimates of 
health insurance coverage, which are available due 
to the large sample size of the ACS in Kansas. One 
year of ACS data can be used to generate estimates 
for counties or cities with populations of 65,000 
or more. Three years of data can be combined 
to generate estimates for counties or cities with 
populations of 20,000 or more. The ACS started 
including basic health insurance questions in 2008. 
In addition, the ACS Public Use Microdata Sample 
(PUMS) data set—used extensively in this report—
provides opportunities for more detailed analysis of 
health insurance status at the regional and county 
levels.
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KEY FINDINGS 

Health Insurance Coverage by Group 

Figure 1. All Kansans: Key Findings on Health Insurance Coverage, 2013

Figure 2. Children in Kansas, Age 0–18: Key Findings on Health Insurance Coverage, 2013

ALL KANSANS
In 2013, an estimated 349,809 (12.3 percent) Kansans did not have health insurance coverage, which is not a significant 
change from 2012.

SOURCES OF 
COVERAGE

‒ More than half (51.6 percent) of all Kansans are covered through employment-based health 
insurance, and 29.5 percent of Kansans are covered through public health insurance programs 
like Medicare or Medicaid. 

‒ Overall, fewer Kansans age 0–64 are covered by health insurance provided through an 
employer (61.5 percent in 2013 compared to 67.0 percent in 2008). 

‒ Since 2008, the percentage of people under age 65 enrolled in public insurance programs like 
Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) has increased (19.8 percent in 
2013 compared to 14.7 percent in 2008) in Kansas.

AGE ‒ About six in ten (59 percent) uninsured Kansans are between the ages of 19 and 44. 

FAMILY 
INCOME

‒ More than two-thirds (69.8 percent) of uninsured Kansans have family incomes above the 
federal poverty level (FPL). 

‒ More than one in four (30.1 percent) Kansans with incomes below 100 percent of FPL are 
uninsured.

RACE/
ETHNICITY 

‒ Hispanic Kansans are approximately two and a half times more likely to be uninsured than 
White, non-Hispanic Kansans (26.8 percent of Hispanics compared to 9.6 percent of White, non-
Hispanics).

CHILDREN IN KANSAS, AGE 0–18

SOURCES OF 
COVERAGE

‒ More than half (53.0 percent) of Kansas children are covered by employment-based insurance, 
typically through a parent’s employer.

‒ More than a third (33.5 percent) of Kansas children receive public coverage such as 
Medicaid or CHIP.

‒ The proportion of children covered by public health insurance has increased from 
24.7 percent in 2008 to 33.8 percent in 2013. 

FAMILY 
INCOME

‒ Children in families with incomes below 100 percent of FPL (7.0 percent) are more likely to be 
uninsured than children in families with higher incomes (1.8 percent of those in families making 
400 percent of FPL or more). 

‒ The majority of children living in families with incomes less than 100 percent of FPL are 
covered through public insurance (73.4 percent in 2013). 

‒ More than six in ten (63.2 percent) uninsured children live in families that would qualify for 
tax credits, which could assist them with purchasing insurance through the health insurance 
marketplace created by the ACA (beginning January 2014). 

RACE/
ETHNICITY 

‒ Minority children are about twice as likely to be uninsured than White, non-Hispanic children in 
Kansas (e.g. 10.4 percent of Hispanics compared to 5.2 percent of White, non-Hispanics).

Source: KHI Annual Insurance Update 2015—Health Insurance in Kansas.

Source: KHI Annual Insurance Update 2015—Health Insurance in Kansas.
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Figure 3. Adults in Kansas, Age 19–64: Key Findings on Health Insurance Coverage, 2013

ADULTS IN KANSAS, AGE 19–64

SOURCES OF 
COVERAGE

‒ For adult Kansans under age 65, employers are the largest source
 of insurance (62.4 percent). 

‒ Almost all (97.6 percent) Kansans age 65 and older have public 
health insurance like Medicare. 

AGE
‒ The percent of young adults age 19–25 without health insurance 
has declined (28.2 percent in 2010 compared to 21.5 percent in 2013) 
since 2010, which follows the national trend in insurance coverage 
for young adults.

EMPLOYMENT 

‒ More than three in four (77.7 percent) uninsured adults in Kansas 
are working.

‒ Unemployed Kansas adults under age 65 are more likely to be 
uninsured than those who work full-time, year-round (23.0 percent 
compared to 11.2 percent).

FAMILY INCOME

‒ The majority of uninsured non-elderly Kansas adults have incomes 
above 100 percent of FPL (70.0 percent) and are likely to be employed.

‒ Less than one in three uninsured adults (30.0 percent) have incomes 
below 100 percent of FPL ($23,550 for a family of four in 2013).

‒ More than four in ten (41.0 percent) Kansas adults making less than 
100 percent of FPL are uninsured.

RACE/ETHNICITY 

‒ The majority (62.1 percent) of uninsured adults in Kansans are White, 
non-Hispanic.

‒ Overall, minority Kansans are more likely to be uninsured than 
White, non-Hispanic Kansans (e.g. 13.7 percent White, non-Hispanics 
compared to 23.8 percent Black or African American, non-Hispanic).

‒ Hispanic adults are almost three times more likely to be uninsured 
than White, non-Hispanic adults (41.6 percent of Hispanics compared 
to 13.7 percent White, non-Hispanics).

Source: KHI Annual Insurance Update 2015—Health Insurance in Kansas.
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ALL KANSANS 

Sources of Insurance 
Coverage 
In 2013, an estimated 349,809 
(12.3 percent) Kansans did not have 
health insurance coverage, which is 
not a significant change from 2012 
(Figure 4). The Kansas uninsured rate 
continues to be significantly lower 
than the national rate of 14.5 percent. 
Among children in Kansas, 53,465 
(7.0 percent) were uninsured in 2013, 
which is consistent with the national 
rate of 7.1 percent.

More than half (51.6 percent) of 
all Kansans are covered through 
employment-based health insurance. 
Public health insurance—through 
programs like Medicare or Medicaid—
covers 29.5 percent of Kansans. A 
small proportion of Kansans who 
do not have employment-based 
coverage are either uninsured or have 
other private health insurance3, as 
shown in Figure 5.

Figure 4. Uninsured Rates for Kansas and the United States, 
2008–2013

Note: These estimates include respondents who reported multiple forms of insurance 
and total more than 100 percent.
Source: KHI estimates are based on data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2008–2013 
American Community Surveys and the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use 
Microdata Sample. 

Figure 5. All Kansans: Source of Health Insurance, 2013

Note: All Kansans (not in institutions) = approximately 2,852,300. Percentages may 
not sum to 100 percent because of rounding. “Other Public” is coverage through the 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. “Other Private” is coverage directly purchased by 
individuals.
Source: KHI estimates are based on data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2013 Public Use 
Microdata Sample.
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Examining sources of coverage over time is important to determine the impact of state and national 
policy, like the Affordable Care Act (ACA). For Kansans under age 65, several trends in health 
insurance coverage have emerged between 2008 and 2013. 

Figure 6. Kansans, Age 0–64: Trends in Sources of Health Insurance Coverage, 2008–2013

Note: These estimates include respondents who reported multiple forms of insurance and percentages may not sum to 100 percent. 
Source: KHI estimates are based on data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2008–2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Sample.

Coverage trends (Figure 6):

	 •  Overall, fewer Kansans are covered by
	 health insurance provided through an 
	 employer—61.5 percent in 2013 
	 compared to 67.0 percent in 2008. 

	 •	 A higher proportion of Kansans have 		
		  public insurance—19.8 percent in 		
		  2013 compared to 14.7 percent in 		
		  2008. 
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•  The number of Kansans covered by 
	 individually purchased health insurance 	
	 declined when the economic recession 		
	 began in 2008—dropping from 10.9 percent 	
	 in 2008 to 9.4 percent in 2012. However, in 	
	 2013, individually purchased coverage rose 	
	 to 10.1 percent.

•  Overall, the rate of uninsured, non-elderly 	
	 adults in Kansas remained about the same 	
	 (14.2 percent in both 2008 and 2013). 
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ALL KANSANS 

Uninsured Rates by County
Within Kansas, uninsured rates for adults under 
age 65 vary by county. In 2012, they ranged from 
a low of 9.6 percent in Johnson County to a high 
of 23.3 percent in Seward and Stanton Counties 
(Figure 7). However, the uninsured rate in Stanton 
County has declined from 26.8 percent in 2011 to 
23.3 percent in 2012.

Generally, the more populous and prosperous, 
north-eastern and south-central regions of the 
state tend to have lower uninsured rates than 
the more rural, western areas. Additionally, more 
than half (52.5 percent) of uninsured Kansans 
younger than age 65 live in one of the five largest 
counties—Douglas, Johnson, Sedgwick, Shawnee 
or Wyandotte—which makes up 53.9 percent of all 
Kansans.

Figure 7. Kansans, Age 0–64: Percent of Total Uninsured by County, 2013

Source: KHI analysis of the U.S. Census Bureau’s Small Area Health Insurance Estimates, 2013.
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Figure 8. Kansans, Age 0–64: Medicaid/CHIP Participation Rate by County, 2013

Source: KHI analysis of the U.S. Census Bureau’s Small Area Health Insurance Estimates, 2013.

Since 2008, the number of people enrolled in 
public health insurance programs has increased in 
Kansas. As in previous years, 2013 participation 
rates vary widely across the state for Medicaid and 
CHIP—the two largest public insurance programs 
for non-elderly Kansans (Figure 8). Wyandotte 
County has the highest participation rate at 28.5 
percent. This is five times greater than Riley 
County, which has the lowest rate (6.1 percent) 
in the state. 

Generally, counties in southeast Kansas have 
higher Medicaid and CHIP participation rates than 
counties in northern and western Kansas. Like 
the overall uninsured population in Kansas, more 
than half (53.7 percent) of Kansans enrolled in 
Medicaid and CHIP live in one of the five largest 
counties—Douglas, Johnson, Sedgwick, Shawnee 
or Wyandotte. Kansas children (age 0–18) make 
up 71.0 percent of the overall Medicaid and CHIP 
population.
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Uninsured Rates 
by Age
Because of the availability of 
Medicare, few Kansans age 65 
and older are uninsured 
(0.3 percent). 

As in previous years, Kansans 
age 19–44 were the most 
likely to be uninsured in 2013.  
However, the likelihood of 
Kansans age 26–34 being 
uninsured declined to 21.4 
percent in 2013 from 25.0 
percent in 2012. 

Other than adults age 65 and 
older, children up to age five 
are least likely to be uninsured 
(5.1 percent), as displayed in 
Figure 10.

Figure 10. All Kansans: Likelihood of Being Uninsured by Age Group, 2013

Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 Year American Community Survey Public Use 
Microdata Sample.

Figure 9. All Kansans: Percentage of Total Uninsured by Age, 2013 

Note: Uninsured Kansans = approximately 349,800. Percentages may not sum to 100 percent 
because of rounding.

Source: KHI estimates are based on 2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata 
Sample. 
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Young Adults
In 2013, there were about 
62,200 young adults age 
19–25 that did not have health 
insurance—about 3,000 fewer 
than in 2012. In Kansas, the 
uninsured rate for this group 
has declined since 2010 (Figure 
11), which follows the national 
trend in health insurance 
coverage. 

Analysts attribute this 
decrease to a provision in 
the ACA that took effect in 
September 2010 allowing 
dependents to stay on their 
parents’ or guardians’ health 
insurance plans until age 26. 

Going forward, it will be 
important to examine the 
sources of health insurance 
coverage to determine if the 
ACA has, in fact, contributed 
to fewer uninsured adults 
within this age group. 

Figure 11. Young Adult Kansans, Age 19–25: Trends in Sources of Coverage, 
2008–2013

Note: These estimates include respondents who reported multiple forms of insurance and 
percentages may not sum to 100 percent. 
Source: KHI estimates are based on data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2008–2013 American 
Community Survey Public Use Microdata Samples.
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ALL KANSANS 

Family Income & 
Insurance Coverage
Most uninsured Kansans have 
incomes above 100 percent of the 
federal poverty level (FPL), as shown 
in Figure 12.

Under the Affordable Care Act, people 
with incomes between 100 percent 
($23,550 for a family of four in 2013) 
and 400 percent ($94,200 for a family 
of four in 2013) of FPL4 could be 
eligible to receive tax credits to help 
pay for health insurance. According 
to 2013 data, 60.3 percent of those 
who are uninsured in Kansas could 
be eligible for financial assistance 
to purchase health insurance 
through the ACA’s health insurance 
marketplaces (beginning in January 
2014).

Figure 12. All Kansans: Percentage of Total Uninsured by Poverty 
Category, 2013

Figure 13. All Kansans: Likelihood of Being Uninsured by Poverty 
Category, 2013

Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 Year American Community Survey Public Use 
Microdata Sample.

Note: Uninsured Kansans with poverty information = approximately 346,150. 
Percentages may not sum to 100 percent because of rounding.

Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use 
Microdata Sample. 

Kansans with low incomes are less 
likely to have health insurance. 
More than one in four Kansans (27.3 
percent) with incomes below 100 
percent of FPL are uninsured. In 
contrast, only 3.5 percent of Kansans 
with incomes above 400 percent of 
FPL are uninsured, as shown in 
Figure 13.
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Race/Ethnicity & 
Insurance Coverage
Of the total Kansas population, most 
uninsured individuals (60.3 percent) 
are White, non-Hispanic, as shown 
in Figure 14. However, Kansans 
belonging to a racial or ethnic 
minority group are more likely to be 
uninsured than White, non-Hispanics, 
as shown in Figure 15. For example, 
the uninsured rate for Hispanics is 
approximately two and a half times 
higher than the uninsured rate for 
White, non-Hispanics (26.8 percent 
compared to 9.6 percent). However, 
the uninsured rate for Hispanics has 
declined slightly from 28.2 percent in 
2012 to 26.8 percent in 2013.

Hispanic Kansans 
are approximately 

Figure 14. All Kansans: Percentage of Total Uninsured by
Race/Ethnicity, 2013

Note: Uninsured Kansans = approximately 349,800. Percentages may not sum to 100 
percent because of rounding. The Racial/Ethnic Group, “Other/Multiple Races, non-
Hispanic” includes the following: American Indian alone, Alaska Native alone, American 
Indian and Alaska Native tribes specified; or American Indian or Alaska Native, Not 
Specified and No Other Races, Asian alone, Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 
alone, Some Other Race alone and/or Two or More Races.

Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use 
Microdata Sample. 

Figure 15. All Kansans: Likelihood of Being Uninsured by 
Race/Ethnicity, 2013 

Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 Year American Community Survey Public Use 
Microdata Sample.
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Sources of 
Insurance Coverage
For adult Kansans under age 65, 
employers are the largest source 
of insurance. Almost two-thirds 
(62.4 percent) have employment-
based coverage, while 7.9 percent 
have other private insurance 
purchased directly by individuals. 
The remainder has either public 
insurance (12.3 percent) or no 
insurance at all (17.3 percent), as 
shown in Figure 16. 

Almost all (97.6 percent) of 
Kansans age 65 and older have 
public health insurance: 86.4 
percent have Medicare coverage5, 
including 11.1 percent who have 
combined coverage through both 
Medicare and Medicaid. Only 
1.8 percent have employment-
based coverage alone (instead of 
Medicare), as shown in Figure 17. 
Because so many older Kansans 
are covered by the federal 
Medicare program, the analysis 
in this report focuses on children 
and non-elderly adults age 19–64.

ADULTS IN KANSAS, AGE 19–64

Figure 17. Adult Kansans, Age 65+: Sources of Health Insurance, 2013

Note: All Adult Kansans, Age 65 and older = approximately 389,550. Percentages may not 
sum to 100 percent because of rounding. “Other Private” is coverage directly purchased 
by individuals. “Other Public” is coverage that includes Medicaid or VA and Military/
TRICARE.
Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use 
Microdata Sample. 

Figure 16. Adult Kansans, Age 19–64: Sources of Health Insurance, 2013

Note: All Adult Kansans, Age 19–64 = approximately 1,703,100. Percentages may not 
sum to 100 percent because of rounding. “Other Private” is coverage directly purchased 
by individuals.  “Other Public” is coverage that includes Medicaid or VA and Military/
TRICARE.
Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use 
Microdata Sample. 
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Figure 18. Adult Kansans, Age 19–64: Trends in Sources of Coverage, 
2008–2013

Note: These estimates include respondents who reported multiple forms of insurance and 
percentages may not sum to 100 percent.
Source: KHI estimates are based on data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2008–2013 American 
Community Survey Public Use Microdata Samples. 
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Over the last several years, 
fewer Kansas adults (age 19–64) 
have been insured through their 
employer (69.3 percent in 2008 
compared to 64.0 percent in 
2013)6, as shown in Figure 18. 
However, employment-based 
coverage remains the main source 
of insurance for approximately six 
out of ten adult Kansans.

Approximately

6 in 10 
adult Kansans are covered 
by employment-based 
health insurance. 
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Employment & 
Insurance Coverage
An individual’s employment status does 
not guarantee they will have health 
insurance. While employment makes 
it more likely a person will be insured, 
more than three out of four uninsured 
adult Kansans (77.7 percent) are 
working, as shown in Figure 19. 

Some guiding questions affecting 
whether an employee receives 
insurance coverage through their 
employer include: 

	 •  Does the employer offer health 		
		  insurance to its employees?

	 •  Is the employee eligible 			 
		  for employment-based health 	
		  insurance (e.g. part-time 
		  employees may not qualify for 		
		  coverage)?

	 •  Did the employee decide to 		
		  participate in the employment-		
		  based health insurance (e.g. cost-	
		  sharing and the range of covered 	
		  health services)?

	 •  Can the employee afford 			
		  the health insurance offered by 		
		  their employer?

Figure 19. Adult Kansans, Age 19–64: Percentage of Total Uninsured 
by Employment Status, 2013 

Note: Adult Kansans, Age 19–64 = approximately 295,200. Percentages may not sum to 
100 percent because of rounding.
Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use 
Microdata Sample. 

Figure 20. Adult Kansans, Age 19–64: Likelihood of Being Uninsured 
by Employment Status, 2013 

Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use 
Microdata Sample. 
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Figure 21. Adult Kansans, Age 19–64: Percentage of Total 
Uninsured by Employer Type, 2013 

Note: Uninsured Kansas adults age 19-64 = approximately 295,200. Percentages may 
not sum to 100 percent because of rounding. 
Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use 
Microdata Sample. 

Adult Kansans who are under age 65 
and unemployed are more likely to 
be uninsured than those who work 
full-time, year-round (23.0 percent 
compared to 11.2 percent), as shown 
in Figure 20 (page 14). Most working 
Kansans without health insurance work 
less than full-time or less than the full 
year (Figure 19, page 14). 

The type of employment a person 
has is also linked to whether they 
have insurance coverage. Since most 
adult Kansans (under age 65) work 
for private employers (62 percent), 
they make up almost two-thirds (64.5 
percent) of the uninsured population in 
Kansas (Figure 21).

Among employees age 19–64, self-
employed Kansans are more likely to 
be uninsured than those employed by 
the government or a private employer 
(Figure 22). Self-employed Kansans may 
have a more difficult time purchasing 
private health insurance coverage. This 
may be addressed by the availability of 
premium tax credits to help purchase 
health insurance through the ACA 
marketplace that started in January 
2014.

Figure 22. Adult Kansans, Age 19–64: Likelihood of Being 
Uninsured by Employer Type, 2013 

Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use 
Microdata Sample. 
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Family Income & Insurance 
Coverage
Among uninsured adults in Kansas, 30.0 
percent have incomes below the federal 
poverty level (Figure 23). Beginning in January 
2014, the ACA offered premium tax credits 
to Kansans with incomes between 100 and 
400 percent of FPL to help them purchase 
insurance through the marketplace; almost 
60.0 percent of adult Kansans could benefit 
from these tax credits. 

Forty-one percent of Kansas adults making 
less than 100 percent of FPL are uninsured 
(Figure 24, page 17). In Kansas, adults with 
incomes below the federal poverty level are 
more likely to be uninsured when compared to 
adults of other income levels. These Kansans 
would not qualify for public programs like 
Medicaid, as childless adults who are not 
disabled do not qualify for Medicaid, no matter 
their income (even if they have none at all). 

Only parents in families with incomes below 
30 percent of FPL (less than $7,065 for a 
family of four in 2013) are eligible. Additionally, 
individuals making less than 100 percent of 
FPL would not benefit from tax credits to 
purchase insurance in the marketplace.

Figure 23. Adult Kansans, Age 19–64: Percentage of Total 
Uninsured by Poverty Category, 2013

Note: Uninsured Kansas adults age 19–64 with poverty information = 
approximately 293,100. Percentages may not sum to 100 percent because of 
rounding. 
Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public 
Use Microdata Sample. 
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Figure 24. Adult Kansans, Age 19–64: Likelihood of Being 
Uninsured by Poverty Category, 2013

Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public 
Use Microdata Sample. 

If the state of Kansas chooses to expand Medicaid as 
originally designed under the ACA, about 328,000 
adults age 18–64 earning less than 138 percent of 
FPL would become eligible for the program. Of those 
people, 40.0 percent did not have health insurance in 
2013. 

In 2015 and 2016, the federal government would 
pay 100 percent of the costs covering the newly 
eligible Medicaid population. This federal contribution 
gradually declines to 90 percent by 2020, with the 
state picking up the remaining 10 percent of the cost.

POLICY
CONSIDERATION 

Almost one in three (30.0 percent) Kansans 
with incomes less than 100 percent of FPL 
fall into what is called the “eligibility gap”—
where they make too much to qualify for 
Medicaid, but too little to qualify for tax 
credits in the health insurance marketplace. 
If the state of Kansas chooses to expand 
Medicaid, these individuals would be eligible 
for the program. 

Between 2008 and 2013, insurance coverage 
trends among non-elderly Kansas adults 
differ by income. Public policy plays a part 
in these differences, as does employment 
status and insurance options. All of these 
factors affect insurance coverage available to 
Kansas families. 

The majority of uninsured non-elderly 
Kansas adults have incomes above 100 
percent of FPL and are likely to be employed. 
However, 30.0 percent of uninsured Kansans 
make less than 100 percent of FPL, as shown 
in Figure 23 (page 16). 

Po
ve

rt
y 

Ca
te

go
ry

Percent Uninsured

33.8%

9.5%

4.7%

19.4%

17.5%

41.0%

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

400% 

300% to 

200% to 299% FPL

100% to 199% FPL

Less than 100% FPL

399% FPL

FPL 
or more

ALL ADULT KANSANS,
AGE 19–64



Annual Insurance Update 2015—Health Insurance in Kansas  			              Kansas Health Institute18 |

ADULTS IN KANSAS, AGE 19–64

Employment-based coverage for 
adult Kansans making less than 
100 percent of FPL declined by 
5.0 percent from 2012 to 2013 
(Figure 25). 

The percentage of low-income, 
adult Kansans with public health 
insurance has increased from 
25.4 percent in 2008 to 29.4 
percent in 2013. 

Overall, the percentage of 
low-income, uninsured adult 
Kansans peaked in 2011 at 44.7 
percent and started to decline 
in 2012.

Figure 25. Adult Kansans, Age 19–64: Coverage Trends for Those with Family Incomes Less than 100 Percent of FPL, 
2008–2013

Note: These estimates include respondents who reported multiple forms of insurance and percentages may not sum to 100 percent. 
Source: KHI estimates are based on data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2008–2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Samples.
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Race/Ethnicity & 
Insurance Coverage 
The majority of adults in Kansas—both 
insured and uninsured—are White, 
non-Hispanic. Almost one quarter 
(24.1 percent) of uninsured adults are 
Hispanic (Figure 26). Hispanic adults 
are approximately three times more 
likely to be uninsured than White, non-
Hispanics (41.6 percent compared to 
13.7 percent) (Figure 27). Additionally, 
Black/African American adults are more 
likely to be uninsured than White, non-
Hispanics (23.8 percent compared to 
13.7 percent).

Figure 27. Adult Kansans, Age 19–64: Likelihood of Being Uninsured 
by Race/Ethnicity, 2013 

Note: The Racial/Ethnic Group, “Other/Multiple Races, non-Hispanic” includes the 
following: American Indian alone, Alaska Native alone, American Indian and Alaska 
Native tribes specified; or American Indian or Alaska Native, Not Specified and No Other 
Races, Asian alone, Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone, Some Other Race 
alone and/or Two or More Races.
Source: KHI estimates are based on 2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata 
Sample. 

Figure 26. Adult Kansans, Age 19–64: Percentage of Total Uninsured 
by Race/Ethnicity, 2013

Note: Uninsured Kansas adults age 19–64 = approximately 295,200. Percentages may 
not sum to 100 percent because of rounding. The Racial/Ethnic Group, “Other/Multiple 
Races, non-Hispanic” includes the following: American Indian alone, Alaska Native alone, 
American Indian and Alaska Native tribes specified; or American Indian or Alaska Native, 
Not Specified and No Other Races, Asian alone, Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific 
Islander alone, Some Other Race alone and/or Two or More Races. 

Source: KHI estimates are based on 2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata 
Sample. 
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As the ACS begins reporting 
information about insurance 
status during 2014 (the first full 
year of ACA implementation), it 
will be important to pay attention 
to the impact of the law on racial 
and ethnic minority groups, 
given their historically high rates 
of being uninsured. Targeted 
outreach to these communities 
could help improve their insurance 
status. Uninsured rates for 
Hispanics may be impacted 
differently than other racial 
and ethnic groups, as the ACA 
provisions did not apply to non-
citizens.

POLICY
CONSIDERATION 



Annual Insurance Update 2015—Health Insurance in Kansas  			              Kansas Health Institute20 |

CHILDREN IN KANSAS, AGE 0–18

Sources of 
Insurance Coverage
More than half (53.0 percent) 
of Kansan children are covered 
by employment-based health 
insurance, typically through a 
parent’s employer. More than 
a third (33.5 percent) receive 
public coverage through 
programs like Medicaid, CHIP or 
Medicare (Figure 28). Children 
are more likely to be insured than 
adults because they are more 
likely to be eligible for public 
coverage. Children in families 
with incomes under 225 percent 
of FPL may be eligible for public 
health insurance programs.7

The proportion of children 
covered by public health 
insurance has increased since 
2008 from 24.7 percent to 
33.8 percent in 2013 (Figure 
29, page 21). The increase in 
public coverage for children 
corresponds with increased 
efforts to enroll children 
in Medicaid and CHIP, and 
corresponds with the change in 
the income threshold for CHIP, 
which increased in October 
2013. Meanwhile, the number of 
children covered mainly through 
a parent’s employer declined 
(61.7 percent in 2008 compared 
to 55.9 percent in 2013).8

Figure 28. Kansas Children, Age 0–18: Sources of Health Insurance, 2013

Note: All Kansas children age 0–18 = approximately 759,700. Percentages may not sum 
to 100 percent because of rounding. “Other Private” is coverage directly purchased by 
individuals.
Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata 
Sample. 
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Figure 29. Kansas Children, Age 0–18: Trends in Sources of Coverage, 2008–2013

Note: These estimates include respondents who reported multiple forms of insurance and percentages may not sum to 100 percent. 
Source: KHI estimates are based on data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2008–2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Samples.
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Uninsured Rates by County 
The overall uninsured rates for each Kansas county 
are lower for children than for adults. One possible 
explanation could be that a higher proportion 
of children are covered by public insurance than 
adults. However, as with adults, there is a wide 
variation among counties in the rates of uninsured 
children. 

Figure 30. Kansan Children, Age 0–18: Percent Uninsured by County, 2013

Source: KHI analysis of the U.S. Census Bureau’s Small Area Health Insurance Estimates, 2013. 
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Some Kansas children (age 0-18) qualify for public 
health insurance programs like Medicaid or CHIP. 
Medicaid eligibility for children is based on age and 
income (e.g. children in families making between 
100 and 150 percent of FPL). In early 2013, children 
in families making 225 percent of FPL qualified 
for CHIP, but that threshold was later raised to 
245 percent of FPL in October of the same year. 
See Figure A-12 (page 37) for more information on 
eligibility guidelines for these programs.

As shown in Figure 31, Wyandotte County has the 

Figure 31. Kansas Children, Age 0–18: Medicaid/CHIP Participation Rate by County, 2013 

Source: KHI analysis of the U.S. Census Bureau’s Small Area Health Insurance Estimates, 2013. 

highest participation rate (66.4 percent) in Medicaid 
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plays a role in the county’s lower uninsured rate (8.5 
percent) as shown in Figure 30 (page 22). 

Additionally, higher proportions of children 
participate in these programs in Southeast and parts 
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CHILDREN IN KANSAS, AGE 0–18

Family Income & 
Insurance Coverage
Most uninsured Kansas children are 
eligible for Medicaid or CHIP based on 
their family income. 

As shown in Figure 32, the majority 
of uninsured Kansas children (61.0 
percent) live in families with incomes 
below 200 percent of FPL. Most of 
these uninsured children would be 
eligible for health insurance through 
public insurance programs such as 
Medicaid or CHIP. In Kansas, children 
in families with incomes below 225 
percent of FPL ($52,990 for a family of 
four) are eligible for Medicaid or CHIP.9

About six in ten (63.2 percent) of 
uninsured children live in families 
that would qualify for tax credits 
beginning in 2014, should they choose 
to purchase insurance through the 
marketplace created by the ACA.10 
However, some of the children within 
this group would also qualify for 
Medicaid or CHIP. 

As with adults in poverty, children 
living in low-income families ($23,550 
for a family of four in 2013) are more 
likely to be uninsured than children in 
families with higher incomes. Children 
in families with incomes less than 100 
percent of FPL are approximately six 
times more likely to be uninsured than 
those living in families making 400 
percent of FPL11 or more (Figure 33).

Figure 33. Kansan Children, Age 0–18: Likelihood of Being Uninsured 
by Poverty Category, 2013

Source: KHI estimates based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata 
Sample.

Figure 32. Kansas Children, Age 0–18: Percentage of Total Uninsured 
by Poverty Category, 2013

Note: Uninsured Kansas children age 0-18 = approximately 52,000. Percentages may not 
sum to 100 percent because of rounding. 

Source: KHI estimates based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata 
Sample.
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The majority of children living in low-income families 
are covered through public health insurance 
(Figure 34). Public coverage for these children rose 
from 64.4 percent in 2008 and peaked at 79.2 
percent in 2012, before declining to 73.4 percent in 
2013. Employment-based coverage for these Kansans 
rose from 11.5 percent in 2012 to 16.2 percent in 
2013. 

The reason for the fluctuation in public and 
employment-based coverage is unclear at this 
time. However, it could be due to a number of 
factors such as increased employment after the 
economy recovered from the 2008 recession, and/or 
changes in enrollment and outreach efforts through 
implementing KanCare (Kansas’ Medicaid program) in 
January 2013.

Figure 34. Kansan Children, Age 0–18: Coverage Trends for Those with Family Incomes Less than 100 Percent of FPL, 
2008–2013

Note: These estimates include respondents who reported multiple forms of insurance and percentage may not sum to 100 percent.

Source: KHI estimates are based on data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2008–2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Samples. 
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CHILDREN IN KANSAS, AGE 0–18

Race/Ethnicity & 
Insurance Coverage
As with adults in Kansas, 
minority children are more likely 
to be uninsured than White, 
non-Hispanic children. Although 
White, non-Hispanics make 
up approximately half of the 
overall uninsured children in 
Kansas (Figure 35), children from 
other racial or ethnic groups 
are about two times more likely 
to be uninsured (Figure 36). 
For example, 5.2 percent of 
White, non-Hispanic children 
are uninsured compared to 10.4 
percent of Hispanics, and 10.3 
percent for Black or African 
American, non-Hispanics. 

Figure 36. Kansas Children, Age 0–18: Likelihood of Being Uninsured by 
Race/Ethnicity, 2013

Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Sample. 

Figure 35. Kansas Children, Age 0–18: Percentage of Total Uninsured by 
Race/Ethnicity, 2013

Note: Uninsured Kansas Children Age 0–18 = approximately 52,000. Percentages may not sum 
to 100 percent because of rounding.

Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata 
Sample. 
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LOOKING AHEAD
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Health insurance coverage became available 
through the federally run Kansas marketplace 
in January 2014. The marketplace began 
enrolling Kansans in qualified health insurance 
products in October 2013 with effective dates 
for insurance coverage on January 1, 2014. That 
enrollment process determined if Kansans were 
eligible for tax credits to put toward insurance 
premiums and subsidies for out-of-pocket costs. 

During late 2013, community organizations in 
Kansas used grant dollars to conduct outreach 
efforts encouraging people to enroll for health 
insurance through the marketplace; they 
also assisted consumers in completing the 
application process. 

During the enrollment period, the marketplace 
screened families based on new income 
guidelines for Medicaid and CHIP eligibility, 
even though Kansas did not expand eligibility 
to low-income adults. These efforts identified 
Kansans already eligible for public insurance 
programs, but not yet enrolled in the programs.

The impact of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
and efforts to expand coverage for Kansans will 
be measured through the U.S. Census Bureau’s 
American Community Surveys conducted during 
2014 and 2015 and will be included in the ACS 
data released in September 2015.

As the data is released, the ACA’s impact 
on health insurance coverage in Kansas 
and across the country will be important to 
monitor.

Next Year’s Report
The next Annual Insurance Update will 
analyze and highlight any changes or data 
that may result from the ACA to help Kansans 
understand how this new information fits 
with the historic patterns of health insurance 
coverage. 

The report will investigate particular issues 
such as:

	 •  Coverage among young adults 
		  (age 19-25), as these adults are 		
		  allowed to stay on their parents’ health 	
		  insurance plans until age 26;

	 •  Additional changes in employment and 	
		  public-based coverage as they relate 		
		  to ACA implementation; and 

	 •  How Medicaid expansion could impact 	
		  insurance coverage in Kansas.
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APPENDIX 

About the Data

The U.S. Census Bureau’s American 
Community Survey 
The American Community Survey (ACS), 
administered by the U.S. Census Bureau, was 
the primary data source for this report. The ACS 
is an ongoing nationwide survey sent to about 
250,000 addresses per month. The survey form 
is sent through the mail, and followed with an 
in-person interview for a smaller number of 
households. Survey respondents are asked whether 
they have health insurance coverage at the time 
they are surveyed or interviewed. The survey 
results, therefore, represent “point-in-time” health 
insurance coverage for a large sample of individuals 
throughout the year. The 2013 ACS sample of non-
institutionalized Kansas residents included 25,820 
individuals that completed interviews.12,13

Because of the ACS survey size, one year of data 
can be used to generate estimates for counties or 
cities with populations of 65,000 or more. Three 
years of data can be used to generate estimates 
for counties or cities with populations of 20,000 
or more. The ACS began including basic health 
insurance questions in 2008, and does not provide 
consistent historical data prior to 2008 on health 
insurance coverage. For this data prior to 2008, the 
Current Population Survey (CPS, also conducted by 
the U.S. Census Bureau), is widely used. 

ACS Public Use Microdata Sample 
(PUMS)
The ACS PUMS files are records about individual 
people or housing units. The U.S. Census Bureau 
produces the PUMS files so that data users 
can create custom tables that are not available 
through summary ACS data products.14 Public Use 
Microdata Areas (PUMAs) are predefined areas with 
a population of 100,000 or more residents.

PUMAs do not cross state borders and are 
established based on input from the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s State Data Centers. The U.S. Census 
Bureau produces one-year, three-year and five-
year PUMS files. The three-year and five-year 
PUMS files are multiyear combinations of the one-
year PUMS file with appropriate adjustments to 
the weights and inflation adjustment factors.

Small Area Health Insurance 
Estimates (SAHIE)
The SAHIE estimates program models county-
level health insurance coverage by combining data 
from the 2010 U.S. Census and ACS data with 
administrative records from other sources, such as 
Medicaid and CHIP. Rather than using CPS data, 
as it had for past SAHIE estimates, the U.S. Census 
Bureau now uses ACS data because it allows for 
more detailed income group information as well 
as a higher level of precision in the county-level 
estimates.

Statistical Significance
Using Kansas ACS data, KHI estimated and 
compared the percentages of uninsured Kansans 
across time and by subgroups of interest (e.g. 
age, poverty category). KHI also examined the 
percentages of Kansans with various forms of 
private and public health insurance. The observed 
differences in the percentages were not necessarily 
statistically different, particularly when there was 
a small number of Kansans from a particular group 
of interest represented in the survey. Therefore, 
statistical tests were performed that took into 
account the number of people in each group and 
variability in the data. Differences specifically noted 
in the text are statistically significant at the p<0.05 
level.
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Detailed Tables 
The Annual Insurance Update is a comprehensive review of available data about health 
insurance coverage for Kansans. This section includes detailed tables with population 
estimates used to develop the charts and figures included in this the report. Additional 
tables also feature other pertinent health insurance coverage information (e.g. coverage 
by gender, federal poverty guidelines and Medicaid and CHIP eligibility levels).

Figure A-1. All Kansans, 2013

Age Number  
Uninsured

Total 
Population

Percent of Group   
(Uninsured)

Percent of Total  
Uninsured 
Population

Children, 
Age 0–18 53,465 759,707 7.0% 15.3%

Age 0–5 12,262 239,700 5.1% 3.5%

Age 6–18 41,203 520,007 7.9% 11.8%

Adults,
Age 19–64 295,212 1,703,076 17.3% 84.4%

Age 19–25 62,252 289,774 21.5% 17.8%

Age 26–34 73,328 342,177 21.4% 21.0%

Age 35–44 70,208 346,718 20.2% 20.1%

Age 45–54 51,387 368,004 14.0% 14.7%

Age 55–64 38,037 356,403 10.7% 10.9%

Seniors, Age 65+ 1,132 389,552 0.3% 0.3%

All Kansans 349,809 2,852,335 12.3% 100.0%

Note: Percentages and counts for subgroups may not sum to the totals because of rounding.
Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Sample.
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Figure A-2. All Kansans: Race/Ethnicity, 2013 

Race/ 
Ethnicity

Number  
Uninsured

Total 
Population

Percent of Group  
(Uninsured)

Percent of Total  
Uninsured Population

White, 
Non-Hispanic  210,948 2,202,210 9.6% 60.3%

Hispanic, Any Race 85,297 318,758 26.8% 24.4%

Black or 
African American,
Non-Hispanic

28,793 160,718 17.9% 8.2%

Other/
Multiple Races,
Non-Hispanic

24,771 170,649 14.5% 7.1%

All Kansans 349,809 2,852,335 12.3% 100.0%

Note: The Racial/Ethnic Group, “Other/Multiple Races, non-Hispanic” includes the following: American Indian alone, Alaska Native 
alone, American Indian and Alaska Native tribes specified; or American Indian or Alaska Native, Not Specified and No Other Races, 
Asian alone, Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone, Some Other Race alone and/or Two or More Races. Percentages and 
counts for subgroups may not sum to the totals because of rounding.
Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Sample.

Figure A-3. All Kansans: Poverty Category, 2013

Poverty
(income-to-poverty ratio)

Number  
Uninsured

Total 
Population

Percent of Group   
(Uninsured)

Percent of Total  
Uninsured  
Population

Less than 100% FPL 104,188 381,228 27.3% 30.1%

100%–199% FPL 108,854 521,947 20.9% 31.4%

200%–299% FPL 70,268 540,225 13.0% 20.3%

300%–399% FPL 29,896 423,343 7.1% 8.6%

400% FPL or More 32,950 942,610 3.5% 9.5%

All Kansans 346,156 2,809,353 12.3% 100.0%

Note: Percentages and counts for subgroups may not sum to the totals because of rounding. Total for All Kansans may differ due to 
availability of poverty group information for respondents.
Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Sample.

APPENDIX 
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Note: Percentages and counts for subgroups may not sum to the totals because of rounding.
Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2012 1-Year American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Sample.

Figure A-4. Kansans, Age 0–64: Gender, 2013 

Gender Number  
Uninsured

Total 
Population

Percent of Group   
(Uninsured)

Percent of Total  
Uninsured Population

Female 170,809 1,436,805 11.9% 48.8%

Age 0-18 26,050 372,212 7.0% 7.4%

Age 19-64 144,077 846,334 17.0% 41.2%

Male 179,000 1,415,530 12.6% 51.2%

Age 0-18 27,415 387,495 7.1% 7.8%

Age 19-64 151,135 856,742 17.6% 43.2%

All Kansans 349,809 2,852,335 12.3% 100.0%

Note: Percentages and counts for subgroups may not sum to the totals because of rounding. Total for All Kansans may differ due to 
availability of gender information for respondents.
Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Sample.

Figure A-5. Adult Kansans, Age 19–64: Poverty Category, 2013

Poverty
(income-to- 

poverty ratio)

Number  
Uninsured

Total 
Population

Percent of Group  
(Uninsured)

Percent of Total  
Uninsured Population,

Age 19–64

Less than 100% FPL 87,945 214,365 41.0% 30.0%

100%–199% FPL 92,553 273,460 33.8% 31.6%

200%–299% FPL 59,042 303,824 19.4% 20.1%

300%–399% FPL 24,028 253,405 9.5% 8.2%

400% FPL or More 29,500 633,225 4.7% 10.1%

All Kansas Adults, 
Age 19–64 293,068 1,678,279 17.5% 100.0%

Note: Percentages and counts for subgroups may not sum to the totals because of rounding. Total for All Kansas Adults may differ due to 
availability of poverty group information for respondents.
Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Sample.
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Figure A-6. Adult Kansans, Age 19–64: Race/Ethnicity, 2013 

Race/ 
Ethnicity

Number  
Uninsured

Total 
Population

Percent of Group  
(Uninsured)

Percent of Total  
Uninsured Population,

Age 19–64

White,  
Non-Hispanic 183,250 1,335,746 13.7% 62.1%

Hispanic, Any Race 71,088 170,883 41.6% 24.1%

Black or 
African American,
Non-Hispanic

23,955 100,768 23.8% 8.1%

Other/Multiple 
Races,
Non-Hispanic*

16,919 95,679 17.7% 5.7%

All Kansas Adults,  
Age 19–64 295,212 1,703,076 17.3% 100.0%

Note: *The Racial/Ethnic Group, “Other/Multiple Races, non-Hispanic” includes the following: American Indian alone, Alaska Native alone, American 
Indian and Alaska Native tribes specified; or American Indian or Alaska Native, Not Specified and No Other Races, Asian alone, Native Hawaiian and 
Other Pacific Islander alone, Some Other Race alone and/or Two or More Races. Percentages and counts for subgroups may not sum to the totals 
because of rounding.
Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Sample.

Figure A-7. Adult Kansans, Age 19–64: Employment Status, 2013 

Employment  
Status

Number  
Uninsured

Total 
Population

Percent of Group  
(Uninsured)

Percent of Total  
Uninsured Population,

Age 19–64

Full-Time, Year-Round 107,805 960,144 11.2% 36.5%

Full-Time, Part-Year 30,674 132,583 23.1% 10.4%

Part-Time, Year-Round 46,090 167,483 27.5% 15.6%

Part-Time, Part-Year 44,890 157,578 28.5% 15.2%

Not Employed 65,753 285,288 23.0% 22.3%

All Kansas Adults,  
Age 19–64 295,212 1,703,076 17.3% 100.0%

Note: Percentages and counts for subgroups may not sum to the totals because of rounding. Total for All Kansas Adults may differ due to availability of 
employment information for respondents.
Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Sample.
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Figure A-8. Adult Kansans, Age 19–64: Employer Type, 2013

Employer Type Number  
Uninsured

Total 
Population

Percent of Group  
(Uninsured)

Percent of Total  
Uninsured Population, 

Age 19–64

Private Employer 190,318 1,055,599 18.0% 64.5%

Government Employer 13,095 238,379 5.5% 4.4%

Self-employed 26,046 123,810 21.0% 8.8%

Not Employed 65,753 285,288 23.0% 22.3%

All Kansas Adults,  
Age 19–64 295,212 1,703,076 17.3% 100.0%

Note: Percentages and counts for subgroups may not sum to the totals because of rounding. Total for All Kansas Adults may differ due to availability 
of employment information for respondents.
Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Sample.

Figure A-9. Kansas Children, Age 0–18: Race/Ethnicity, 2013 

Race/ 
Ethnicity

Number  
Uninsured

Total 
Population

Percent of Group  
(Uninsured)

Percent of Total  
Uninsured Population,

Age 0–18

White,  
Non-Hispanic 26,867 516,132 5.2% 50.3%

Hispanic, Any Race 14,054 134,695 10.4% 26.3%

Black or  
African American, 
Non-Hispanic

4,838 46,763 10.3% 9.0%

Other/Multiple Races, 
Non-Hispanic* 7,706 62,117 12.4% 14.4%

All Kansas Children,
Age 0–18 53,465 759,707 7.0% 100.0%

Note: *The Racial/Ethnic Group, “Other/Multiple Races, non-Hispanic” includes the following: American Indian alone, Alaska Native alone, American 
Indian and Alaska Native tribes specified; or American Indian or Alaska Native, Not Specified and No Other Races, Asian alone, Native Hawaiian and 
Other Pacific Islander alone, Some Other Race alone and/or Two or More Races. Percentages and counts for subgroups may not sum to the totals 
because of rounding. Total for All Kansas Children may differ due to availability of race/ethnicity information for respondents.
Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Sample.
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Figure A-10. Kansas Children, Age 0–18: Poverty Category, 2013

Poverty
(income-to-poverty 

ratio)

Number  
Uninsured

Total 
Population

Percent of Group  
(Uninsured)

Percent of Total  
Uninsured Population,

Age 0–18

Less than 100% FPL 15,918 135,730 11.7% 30.6%

100%–199% FPL 15,813 165,894 9.5% 30.4%

200%–299% FPL 11,200 157,739 7.1% 21.6%

300%–399% FPL 5,815 105,638 5.5% 11.2%

400% FPL or More 3,210 176,521 1.8% 6.2%

All Kansas Children, 
Age 0–18 51,956 741,522 7.0% 100.0%

Note: Percentages and counts for subgroups may not sum to the totals because of rounding. Total for All Kansas Children may differ due to 
availability of poverty information for respondents.
Source: KHI estimates are based on the 2013 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Sample.

Federal Poverty Guidelines 

Source: Federal Register (January 24, 2013). Volume 78, Number 16, pp. 5182-5183. 

Figure A-11. Federal Poverty Guidelines for 48 Contiguous United States, District of Columbia, Guam and Territories, 2013

Household Size Annual Income Monthly Income Weekly Income

1 $11,490 $958 $221

2 $15,510 $1,293 $298

3 $19,530 $1,628 $376

4 $23,550 $1,963 $453

5 $27,570 $2,298 $530

6 $31,590 $2,633 $608

7 $35,610 $2,968 $685

8 $39,630 $3,303 $762

For each additional 
family member, add: $4,020 $335 $77

APPENDIX 

Detailed Tables 
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Source: Kansas Department of Health and Environment Medicaid Eligibility Guidelines, 2013. 

Figure A-12. Kansas Medicaid and CHIP Coverage for Children Under Age 19 and Pregnant Women, 2013

Source: Kansas Department of Health and Environment Medicaid Eligibility Guidelines, 2013. 

Figure A-13. Medicaid Coverage for Parents or Caregivers of Children, 2013

Medicaid and CHIP Eligibility 
Kansas offers public health insurance through 
programs like Medicaid and CHIP for those meeting 
certain income requirements. This assistance is 
mainly offered to children, pregnant women, parents 
or caregivers of children and disabled Kansans.

Assistance is also available to some seniors age 65 
or older with little or no income. This assistance 
is based on a variety of factors (e.g., assets) and 
varying income requirements. 

See Figures A-12 and A-13 for eligibility 
requirements in 2013. 

NUMBER OF 
PERSONS INCLUDED 

IN HOUSEHOLD 

MEDICAID 
Pregnant Women and Children Age 19 and Younger

CHIP 
Children Age 19 and 

Younger

100% of FEDERAL 
POVERTY LEVEL 

Age 6–18

133% of FEDERAL 
POVERTY LEVEL 

Age 1–5

150% of FEDERAL 
POVERTY LEVEL 
Pregnant Women & 
Age 1 and Younger 

225% of FEDERAL 
POVERTY LEVEL  
Age 0–19 & Income 
Exceeds Medicaid

1 $958 $1,274 $1,437 $2,155

2 $1,293 $1,720 $1,939 $2,909

3 $1,638 $2,165 $2,442 $3,662

4 $1,963 $2,611 $2,944 $4,416

5 $2,298 $3,056 $3,447 $5,170

6 $2,633 $3,502 $3,949 $5,923

PERSONS IN PLAN MONTHLY INCOME

1 $0–$267

2 $263–$352

3 $349–$429

4 $421–$497
Note: Add $61 for each additional person. 
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Glossary 
The glossary includes definitions or further explanation of 
terms used throughout this report.

Key Terms 

	 AGE

	 Children: People age 0–18. 

	 Non-elderly Adults: People age 19–64.

	 Young Adults: People age 19–25.

	 Seniors: People age 65 or older. 

	 EMPLOYMENT 

	 Full-time Worker: Works 35 hours or more 		
	 per week, not necessarily for one employer. 	
	 May work year-round or only part of the 		
	 year.	

	 Part-time Worker: Works fewer than 35 		
	 hours per week. May work year-round or only 	
	 part of the year.

	 INCOME

	 Federal Poverty Level (FPL): Also called 		
	 the poverty line, FPL is an income threshold 		
	 designating which individuals or families 	
	 are considered poor by the federal 		
	 government. In this report, family income 		
	 relative to FPL is determined using the
 	 official U.S. Census Bureau poverty thresholds 	
	 that correspond to the survey year. The 	
	 Federal Poverty Guidelines (Figure A-11, page 	
	 36) are the dollar amounts taken from the
	 2013 Federal Register publication.		
	 The U.S. Census Bureau dollar amount 		
	 guidelines slightly differ from those published 	
	 in the Register. 	

	 Low-Income: Family income below 199 		
	 percent of FPL. For a family of four in 2013, 		
	 it translates to a gross annual income of less 		
	 than $46,865.

	 Middle-Income: Family income between 		
	 200 and 399 percent of FPL. For a family 		
	 of four in 2013, it translates to a gross 		
	 annual income between $47,100 and 		
	 $93,965. 	

	 High-Income: Family income of 400 percent 		
	 or more of FPL. For a family of four in 		
	 2013, it translates to a gross annual 			 
	 income of at least $94,200. 

	 PUBLIC HEALTH INSURANCE 

	 Medicaid and CHIP: Medicaid and the 		
	 Children’s Health Insurance Program 	
	 (CHIP) provide health insurance coverage 		
	 to nearly 60 million Americans, including 		
	 children, pregnant women, parents, seniors 
	 and individuals with disabilities.15  

	 Medicaid and CHIP Eligibility: In order to 
	 participate in Medicaid, federal law 	
	 requires states to cover certain population 		
	 groups (mandatory eligibility groups) 	
	 and gives them the flexibility to cover
	 other population groups (optional 			 
	 eligibility groups). States set individual 		
	 eligibility criteria within federal minimum 		
	 standards. States can apply to the Center 		
	 for Medicare and Medicaid Services for a
	 waiver of federal law to expand health 		
	 insurance coverage beyond these groups.16  	
	 Figures A-12 and A-13 (page 37) outline 	
	 Kansas’ eligibility requirements for these 		
	 programs.

APPENDIX 
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Types of Health Insurance Coverage
As a part of the ACS, the U.S. Census Bureau 
collects data about types of health insurance 
coverage and broadly classifies those types as 
private coverage or public coverage, all of which 
are described in the following section. 

Private Health Insurance is coverage by a health 
plan provided through an employer or union, or 
purchased by an individual from a private health 
insurance company. The U.S. Census Bureau 
classifies private health insurance in the following 
ways:
	 •  Employment-based health insurance is 
	 coverage offered through an individual’s 	
	 or relative’s employment. It may be 	
	 offered by an employer or by a union.

	 •  Direct-purchase health insurance is 	
		  coverage through a plan that an 	
		  individual purchases from a private
		  company (this report refers to 		
		  direct-purchase health insurance as 	
		  “other private insurance”). 

The major types of Public or Government Health 
Insurance include Medicare, Medicaid and the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). In 
this report, “public insurance” refers to coverage 
provided through government-sponsored health 
programs – plans funded at the federal, state or 
local level, and includes Medicare, Medicaid, CHIP, 
and U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Coverage.

	 •  Medicare is the federal program that 	
		  helps pay health care costs for people 	
		  age 65 and older and for certain people 	
		  under age 65 with long-term disabilities.

	 •  Medicaid is a program administered at 	
		  the state level providing medical 		
		  assistance to the needy. 

		  Examples of people who may be 	
		  eligible for Medicaid include: families 	
		  with dependent children, people 		
		  over age 65, and blind and disabled 	
		  individuals who are in financial need. 

	 •  CHIP is administered at the state level, 	
		  providing health care to low-income 	
		  children who do not qualify for Medicaid.

Indian Health Service (IHS) is a health care 
program offered through the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, which provides 
medical assistance to eligible American Indians 
through IHS facilities. In addition, the IHS helps pay 
the cost of selected health care services provided 
at non-IHS facilities. In this report, Kansans with 
IHS coverage are included with those who lack 
traditional health insurance. 

Military Health Care includes TRICARE and Civilian 
Health and Medical Program of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs (CHAMPVA), as well as care 
provided by the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs:

	 •  TRICARE is a military health care 		
		  program for active duty and retired 	
		  members of the uniformed services, their 	
		  families and survivors.

	 •  CHAMPVA is a medical program 		
		  through which the U.S. Department 	
		  of Veterans Affairs helps pay the cost 	
		  of medical services for eligible veterans, 	
		  veterans’ dependents and survivors of 	
		  veterans.

	 •  The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 	
		  provides medical assistance to eligible 	
		  veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces.
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Endnotes  

1. 	 American Community Survey, Sample Size—Data 	
	 for Kansas, retrieved on March 16, 2015, from 		
	 http://www.census.gov/acs/www/methodology/	
	 sample_size_data/index.php

2.	 As a result of the 2013 government shutdown, 	
	 the ACS did not have a second mailing, a
	 telephone follow-up, nor a personal follow- 		
	 up operation for the 2013 October panel. Only 	
	 respondents from the first mailing (Internet 	
	 in the United States, paper questionnaire in 	
	 Puerto Rico) contribute to the overall response 	
	 for this panel. This caused a drop in the number 	
	 of Final Interviews (housing units) for the 2013 	
	 sample year.

3. 	 Because ACS respondents can report more than 	
	 one type of insurance for the calendar year,		
	 KHI used a standard hierarchy to assign health 		
	 insurance status. At the top of the hierarchy was 	
	 Medicaid, followed by Medicare, employment-		
	 based insurance, Military and Tricare, other 	
	 public and other private. Private insurance 		
	 includes health insurance provided through the 
	 military or for veterans. Individuals that mention 	
	 the Indian Health Service as their only source of 	
	 insurance are included in the uninsured category.

4. 	 Analysis is based on all Kansans including those 	
	 who aren’t included in the poverty universe (i.e. 	
	 about 5,000 children who are in households with 	
	 unrelated individuals and are under age 15).

5. 	 Approximately 2.3 percent of all Kansans have 	
	 Medicare but are non-elderly. Moreover, 		
	 many seniors with Medicare are also covered by 	
	 supplemental employment-based insurance or 		
	 directly purchased individual insurance policies.

6. 	 The decline in employment-based coverage 	
	 among Kansas adults is statistically significant 		
	 (69.3 percent to 64.0 percent) (p<0.001).

7. 	 The eligibility level for CHIP at the time of the 	   
	 ACS data collection was 225 percent of FPL. 	
	 Eligibility for CHIP changed to 245 percent of 		
	 FPL in October 2013.

8. 	 The decline in children’s coverage through an 		
	 employer is statistically significant (61.7 percent 	
	 to 55.9 percent) (p=0.0003).

9. 	 In October 2013, the eligibility threshold for 	
	 CHIP increased to 245 percent of FPL, which is 	
	 about $52,990 for a family of four.

10. 	 These Kansas children live in families making 	
	 between 100-400 percent of FPL. Tax credits 		
	 through the ACA became available as of January 	
	 2014.

11. 	 Less than 100 percent of FPL = $23,550 for a 		
	 family of four in 2013; 400 percent of FPL =		
	 $94,200 for a family of four in 2013.

12. 	 U.S. Census Bureau (2015). American 		
	 Community Survey, sample size—data for Kansas, 	
	 retrieved 	from http://www.census.gov/acs/		
	 www/methodology/sample_size_data/index.php.

13. 	 As a result of the 2013 government shutdown, 	
	 the ACS did not have a second mailing, a 	
	 telephone follow-up, nor a personal follow- 		
	 up operation for the 2013 October panel. Only 	
	 respondents from the first mailing (Internet 		
	 in the United States, paper questionnaire in 	
	 Puerto Rico) contribute to the overall response 	
	 for this panel. This caused a drop in the number 	
	 of Final Interviews (housing units) for the 2013 	
	 sample year.

14. 	 U.S. Census Bureau. (2015). Retrieved 			 
	 from http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_		
	 documentation/public_use_microdata_sample/.

15. 	 Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 	
	 (2015). Eligibility. Retrieved from http://www.	
	 medicaid.gov/Medicaid-CHIP-Program-			
	 Information/By-Topics/Eligibility/Eligibility.html.

16. 	 http://www.medicaid.gov/Medicaid-CHIP-	
	 Program-Information/By-Topics/Eligibility/		
	 Eligibility.html.
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