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FACTORS THAT INFLUENCE HEALTH

How Legalization of Medical Marijuana May Affect Health
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Source: 2015 Kansas Health Institute Medical Marijuana HIA Project

What is a pathway diagram?

The purpose of a pathway diagram is to demonstrate how a 

proposed bill or policy may impact health. An “indicator” is 

a direct change that may result from passing legislation. An 

indicator may lead to “upstream” or “downstream” impacts, 

which are factors that ultimately impact health (e.g. physical 

and/or mental health). The HIA assesses each of these 

areas to determine what those impacts might be.
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